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p Lord leſirs begin,and make an end,” 
LA Sermon preached at 
» - :S'Sowthell. 
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'Th s Text, Match.r1.yciſ, 29.29.30. 
23 Come vnto wie, all Je that are wearie and 


lulen,axd Lniileeſe you. | 
129, Take my joke. an you, and learn of me, 
htlam mecks avd lowly in heart : and ye ſpall 
fade refi into your fates, »onoh. 

30 For my yoke 54 raſie,and my barden bghr, 


Cay, HAT brother (aid very 
ad <4.well, vhocre while out of 

#1 this place told ysthat the 
S] exerciſes of this daye; ate. 
Sl or ſhould bee theſameto 
ER ES our ſoulcs,; that; phy ſicke 
IILBb ico the body.Thgicaſon 
whecaute gg'many times medicines helpe core 
porall infirmicics, {. theſe holy and heavenly 


. 
% 
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| exerciſes, of faſting, prayer, and preaching, 
ſhould heale the maladics af our - mindes,, 
pn Though 


1 —_—_ preached 
Thoughtheſechiags be trueand we wi 
acknowledge the cuidency & certainty of. 
ſame,in fp partz& peeces ye rn 
ſaisno leſle crue er certaine,that ra 
for the body,notwithſtandiag al their 
experience,are ſometimes deceiued,in thewke 3 
ry particular fcknes it ſclfe-of their patieny |, 
andthe cauſes of the ſame,and thereupon mi, 
nifter many timvs matterihatdoth ſmal good [c & 
and if ſometimes it do, opt nuehhure it is wk}, 
fo the minifters and preachers of Gods be 
word, ſometimes by meanes of the jgnorance hee 
of the ſtate of the people, with whome they 
deale, ſometimes by partialt or corrupted. n 
ſpeRs inthemſelues, ſometimes:by the wa |, 
wardnes and wickednes of the-hearers, 'and{ 
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ſometimes by one meanes, and ſome timesby 
another,donow and then propoundthar, that 
cither is'impertinent, or elſe ynproficable : not 
ſure as in regarde of it ſelfe, being the Lordes 
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erueth (for ſoitis alwaies good-:aud holeſomg) G 
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bur as in reſpeRtof the peo rfons 
whomeiri dprepomnded coed er hath | 
careleſnes or P anenes ofbcau,or fo 
ther corryption ying lucking'in theraſcluts 
profit not thereby in knowledge, care,c 
ence,ot comfort, Howbeit becauſe we knowe 
there is this difference in particular, betwirt 
the bodily medicines for the outward man, 


and fpirituall phyſicke forthe ſoule, thar that | - 
whichis for the body mult hauc che ar” 
vic 


& at Sowthed, 


= or be preſently vſcd, otherwiſe it will doe 
-. Aepaticnt no good, & as inregard of it ſelfe, 
" #Hl| mould andputrifie. But that whichis for 
© We ſoule , though it fall out as many times it 
"ch indeed thar-it is not powerfull at the firſt, 
wfor the time preſent, yer (as thac thatneuer 
"ll corrupt, but adide vnto eternall life)irmay 
a Mb1doo doubt ſhall bee profitable afterwards 
B99 1frthe word that is delivered ſhall neuer goe 
5 wel bth-in vaine) we are in that hope, and will in 
hol ofidence thereof deliuerthat;that God hath 
ir a teen pleaſed,not only by art,but by hartto ac- 
; J[quaine vs withall. 
| 'Androperfiftaliccleinour begun metaphor 
M1 x fimilicude,of bodily phificke. You haue by 
"0d! erwo firſt preachers been trauailed withall 
y {though it were as a man may ſay,by bitter po- 
mt | ons, and byting medicines, 1-meane as in re- 
A | 22rd of mans corrupted nature) forthe purg- 
deyf* | P's 
* | Ing of bad humors, 8 the curing of dangerous, 
ig yea deadly diſcaſes and wounds, Now as ſkil- 
full andrender harted phyſicians and chirurgi- 
ons,do after bitter purgations and biting plai- 
ſters, miniſter ſome ſweer things, and as wee 
may ſay gentle andlenitiue falues,that by that 
meanesthe patients may conceiue ſome hope 
ofhealth, yea helpe andcure:ſo though in con- 
ſcience I think the moſt here, haue nor preſent 
need of fweer comfort{and yet what yourcaſe 
is or may be that way I knowe not) as who I 
feare me for all thatis paſt, & euen ore” 
or 


he ve 
4] 
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eA Sermon preached 
for this dajes exerciſe, arenot humbled as you 


ſhould,yer wil laſſay in loue, becauſe charnyn;| 


nor ſu5picions, and in hope that though pre. 
ſently it bee-nor, yet in time tocome it may: 
bee fir for you, tomy power vttermoſt tolay. 
> wore to miniſter ynto you the comforts of 
God. 

la regarde whereof, andforthe better per- 
formance of which duety, I haue choſen this: 
preſent place read vnto you, for the better vn» 
derſtanding whereof, | pray you markethatin 
the verſethat goeth next before theſe rthar wee' 
haue read,Chriſt our Sauiour had in plaineand 
euident termes declared, thatthe fulnes of all 
good things bath _ and ſpirituall, forthis 
life preſent & that whichis tocome, were from 
the father communicated vnto him, That ſo of 
bs falnes wee mipht all receine exen grace for 
grace. Which lealt wee might ſuppoſe hee had 
propounded, 8s manyvaine glorious men doe 
theirglory &glittering,their plate, wealth and 
ſubſtance, their wit,health, & trength,to ſhew 
whatthey haue,andſoto hunt after eſtimation 
and credit thereby,and not to doe other men 
good, vnles ic be todaſell their eyes, and to a- 
maze their vnderſtandings,quickly as ir were, 
not affected on)y but overcome, with the ſight 
& lenlc of ſuchthings: he doth intheſe words 
giucallto vaderſtand far otherwiſe, yea he de- 
clareth the quite-andcleane contrary: for hee 
ſhewcth,that neigherthe greatnes, andexcels 


lencie 


'y 
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at Sowthell, 
lencie of hisowne gloty, nor our owne 
ind weake eſtate,norany thing elſe in him or 
fom our ſelues,ſhould hinder ys from coming 
tohim, and being made plentiful! partakers 


(hereof, bur further vs rather: for where there is 
[fulnes, 8& the ſame offered vntovs forour good, 


ncomming being called to partake of ir,we 
hall not loſe our labour : and where there are 
wants in our ſelues,we cannot (if we haue any 


 [enſe or feeling thereof) but feele a ſupply,and 


indeede recciucitto, when itis ſo freelyoffe. 


| Ired. Now becauſe wee doe ſometimes from 


Chriſts perſon in the greatnes ofir, and ſome. 
times from the wonderfull riches and excellen- 
tie of grace that is in him,and ſometimes from 
our own beggery & neede, gather argumets of 
dſcovragements vnto our {elues, & ſo ſundry 
times lay ſtumbling blocks in our owne waies 
tohindervs, from approaching to ſuch ſoue« 
faigve good, our Saujour laboreth to remoue 
all thele impeciments, and fiones of offence 
whatloeuer,and lovingly inuiteth ys vnto him- 
fe, and freely offereth to make vs parta- 
kers of all his graces,in this ſweete and com= 
forrable ſaying,Come wnto mee all yee that| la- 
bour and bee brane laden, and 1 will refreſh 


Jon,OfC. 


In which wordsor verſes there are contay- 
ned two ſpeciall thinges ro bee marked. Firſt 
graue exhortations, or holy commandements 
if you wiWbriſt thereby proucking #nd fir- 
rivg 
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eA Sermonpreached 
riagys vpto come ynto him, & theſe are comin 
tayned ver(.2 8.29. which. courſe be knewwyllhe 
neceſſary,as well becauſe many times weims ſis 
gine thingstobe arbitrary, as alſo becauſe win 
are backward, by reafon of our dan md 
ly to cuery good thing,and particularly ro this [gh 
though it highly concerne our owne ſpiritual [we 
benetice. The ſecond is a weighty reafon op. 
nedtothole exhortations or commadements 
the better both co proue the truth of that Chiif 
had ſaid, and alſo the more-eftectually to pe, 
ſwade vs.to walke in theobedience and pra 
tiſe thereof, and thisreaſon is comprehended 
yerl. 20, 4 
True itisindeed,thatthe reaſon doth mor 
ſpecially concerne the latter exhortation. or 
commandement,as we ſhall ſhew hereafter if 
God will, Howbeit it may not impropetly al 
ſoinſome ſort and ſenſe be applicd and refes 
red vatothe firſt. But becauſe this is noty 
poynt greatly materiallnow,we wil letic paſk 
and proceede to more neceſſary mater. 
Now concerning the exhortations or cont 
mandements, they are according to the nuay 
ber of the verſes in which they are contayned, 
two. And yet if I bee 13 7 ATE of 
themtending to oneende, namely by calling 
men,to come vnto Chriſt,andrto learne of him 
to miniſter comfort of conſcience to them 
that were heauic harted, And yet we muſt not. 
thinke, that they arc needles tautologies, of 
yaine 
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; nt Sowtbell. T*S 
tons, bur ſerue as to expreſſe 
s hogular. louc , towards atflited per- 


img bs, be vtging them as we ſee againe and a- 
lewhaine: ſotoletvs vnderſtand, inthe doubling 


nh 


\r#|gdecebling oftheſc ſweere and comfortable 


J 


zortations or camMaundements , that it is 
weaſie thing to comfort a wounded ſpirir,and 
thata broken-and troubled heart, dothnot by 
md by,though gladly it would, admit and re« 
eelve comforr.For if that were ſo,one exhorta- 
ton, commaundement,call or promiſe, would 
{ffice,bur ratherthat even for their mind,that 
gtrue in them,thatis ſaid inthe Prophet Tere- 
niah,andis repeated in this Euangeliſt chap.2 
Rahel weeping for her children,and wouldnot be 
afrrredboranſe they were not. 

And yet further betweene theſe two exhor- 
ations orcommaundements Imakethis diffe- 
rence;thatin thefirſt he callethvs ſimply, with- 
outanyotherrefpect, than of our owne miſc- 
ties and his mercics, tocome ynto him for rc- 
leefe. Andin the other he calleth on vs,or com- 
mandeth ysto leatne of him, and to profit by 
our comming,andnotto bee as bad ſchallers, 
thathaue very good teachers or maiſters, and 
yetleame little ornothing fromthem.And we 
ae further to marke,that in deliuerie of theſe 
exhortations or comandements,Chriſt obſer- 
vethchis order. Firſt he putterh downe the ex- 
hortation or commandement itſelfe,as ver.:8 
Come wnto me al yeh 6. 8vere29. Take my yoke 


vpn 


c:Andthen ad Pe ule 
KA and conſolation, as; /wilt-yefeſt yidh 
in theeadof ver. 28, and'agajne;Te ſrkllfinlb - 
refÞ unto yorr faxles,thelaft wordsotverſeygy 
which our-Saviour Chriſt preflerh: as weeſaf 
by doublingof them, nortomuchto expreſk} 
the infinitetreaſure of ſpirituall joye tharigi| 
him,asto aſſure ys thac commingarhisealle| 
ſhall hauethatin great meaſureandplenrybs.| 
Rowed ypon vs;thatſhall eaſe our ſmart. Bu} 
all theſe things wichmany other moe; weſhull 
ſee more plainely and ynderftand?more fill 
inthe particularexpoſition ofthe words rhens 
ſclues as they lye in the text, andinthe'obſer 
uation of doctrines, ariſing out of 'them,.'To 
them thereforewecome, 1. nd, tun” 

-- Verſe, 2 8:: Iris ſaide, Come vntome) In this 
verſe,cworhingsconcained: Firft;che cxhony 
toner commandernent it ſelfeitt theſe words, 
Come vnto me, Secondlyapromiſe adivy- 
ned as for our greater incouragement to:well 
dooing,lo for the better affurance of it in our 
hearts,in theſe words, And [ will refreſh your 
make you toreit and find eaſe. In the exhoreauti- 
onor commandement, we are to conſider the 

perſon exhorting or commaunding: whictris | 
Chriſt,comfortably ſaying, Come wnro'me:and. 
theperſons exhorted or commaunded intheſe 
words,«l ye thatleboxr,cre. whoare deſcribed 
by adiunRsoratctibures, ſettingour theirmis | 
ſerable cliate : and they are two,to witlebew 
ring 


ningand being heavy laden, And indeede the 


ng -promile following:'reſpeReth alfa theſe rwo 
4 amone, thatisto ſay, Chriſts perſon promi- 


ing torefreſh,and the labouring or heauy la-- 
den,who are tobe refreſhed, 
The word { ame, whether it be of cxhorting 


* or commaunding,doth not comprehend init, 


"| eitherreadines, willingnes or power of them 
«thatare called,asof themlelues, as the.Pclagi- 


ans in former times ſuppoſed, and our popiih 
aduerlaries haue dreamed of late, becauic we 


" knowtheſcripture ſaith, it is Godrhar workerh 


in vs boththe willandihe deeds according to vis 
good pleaſure: and we belecuethatto-be true, 
that our Sauiour Chriſt hiwlcife teftifierh {ay + 
ing, No man cancome vnto mee, vnles the Fa- 
ther draw him: butrather the {ingularcare and 
loue of the caller, and that not ſo much for his 
owne glory ( whoin the death and deſtructi- 
on of men can get & will get humiclfe aname) 
as for our good, who when we thivke ao ſuch 
thing,no nor of our owne good neither, being 
ditrefied in ſpirit ( for then commonly weare 
eyther dull and heauy hearted, or elſe thorow 
feare are gricuoully caſt downe,and difquiered 
in our ſelues ) doth yer notwichRanding call 
vpon vs andto vs;& willethvs to goeor come, 
not to others, torthen we might imagine, cy- 
ther that he had no power or will in himſelte, 
or that he meaneto lhift vs off : & beſtdes they 


eythercannotor will not yeeld ys relicfe,it we 
B ſhould 


ASerman preached 
ſhouldrepayrevntothem , bur. vnto himſelfe, 
yea to himtelfe alone,andnoothers withbim, 
forſomuch'doec Itake theſe words , vnto mee, 
to import. + 44 LUITY 
And that this isthe true meaning indeede, 
both places of Scripture, and reaſons drawae 
from religion doe plainely proue, In the xiij, 
of Hoſea, the Lord by the Prophet ſpeaketh 
thus yntothe people. O /fracl7crurne unre the 
Lordthy God, as though he ſhould ſay,to him 
onely, andto noneother beſides or with him, 
To the ſame end, yea and worthy to be noted, 
as ſcruing alſo for confirmation and expoſiti- 
on, of alithe wordsof this very verſe, tendeth 
that which Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, Iſaiah 55. 
which no man doubteth to be an cuident pro- 
phecie of Chriſt and the graces, that we ſhall 
finde in him, if wich a lively and ſiedfaRt fanh, 
we labour tolay hold of him, Excline your 
eare & tome vnto megheare and your /onleſhall 
line, &- | wil make an euerlaſting conenam with 
or, enen the ſure mercies of Dauid. And lo 
much indeed muſt Chrifts words import, both 
there and here, or elſe we ſhall ſee a more dan- 
gerous conſequence than we thinke of. Forif 
any were to be reſpected beſides him or ioy« 
ned with him in that worke of ſpirituall joy, 
then were henot God all-ſufficient, becauſeif 
any were ioyned with him, he were nor ſuffici- 
ent of himfelfe : and, if he werenotthe God 
of all comfort, as well as the Farber of mercies, 
he 
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at Sowthell, 
hewere not God indeede;, and ſoonr fayth & 
che-grounds of the word or Chriſtian religian 


 ſhouldbe ſhaken; Befides if irwere ſo,and he 


toldvs not of it, butasa yaineylorious perſon 


would rakeall co bimſelfe, and more indeede 


then did belong vnto him, then ſhall hee bee 
wrapped yp in a doubletranſgrefſion, theone 
again{t his father, towards whom he hath ca- 
ried himf:lfe vnfaithfully, whileſt he tHath not 
revealed yntovs all his counfels communica- 
ted'ynto him for our pood : and the: cther ro- 
wards'man, becauſe he hath dealt deceitfully 


wittrys, in that he hath depriued vs of: hope: &: 


helpe;thar we mighthaue from others with or 
belides him. Butalltheſerhings are molt falic 


and vntrue : for be ra1rbe faithfulleſt in all the 


hauſcof Grd, een as a ſorne , and comming 
outof the Pathers boſorne, hath communica - 
ted yntoysallhiscounſels, and weknowe and 
belegeue thar there was newer pride foiind mmbis 
mouth. And therefore that ſenſe muſt of ne- 
ceſſitie be true, yeathe onely true leoſe. Ic tok- 
lowcth jo the verſe, 

All ye that labour and are heany laden. As 


the former woras reſpeRed the perſon calling 


andexhorting or commaunding vs to come 
vnto him, ſo thefe words conccrne them that 
arecalled, exhorted or commaunded. Where- 
inChrift firft ſhewerh, that he is free from all 
partializy oc reſpect of perſons, in as muchas 
ind-finircly or generally hee cslleth all heauie 

bs B 23 heattcs, 


187. 


- A Sermon preached 
-heartes,and as it were-commandeth them to 
epayre ynto him, Which dothnot onely ſerve 
to ſhewhis greatcare and loue towards them, 
whileſt he both calleth them all, and calleth 
chem when they thinke leaſt of any ſuch mar- 
ter (forif we wouldteſpeRhini in his mag- 
mificence, or men in their owne ynworehines, 
what ate they that ſhould recciue any fauour, 
ſpecially ſo great a graceas:this? ) bur alſo an- 
ſwereth that, thatmany diftreſſed ſpirirs ima- 
-gine that God hath.promiſed or ſhewed. fa- 
uour toſuch and ſuch, becauſe of ſome rare & 
fingul:r grace inthem, and not for his owne 
mercies1ake, or for their miſerable diſtrefſed 
eſtate. But he that will well weigh the courſe 
of Gods workes that way, orthe trueth of the 
word, he ſhall find this ro be but an imagina- 
tion of mans heart and head; ora ſuggeliion 
andcempration of Satan, rather to hinderthe 
courſe atd paſſage of Gods prace and __ 
nes, from troubled and afflicted foules. For as 
for Gods mercies, they are and mult bee alto- 
gether free, or elſe they are'not mercies, For 
whoknowethnot that man in his beſt eſtate 
after reg 
mercies of Cod, notin thinges appertayning 
to this life, no not it a crurnme of bread, or 
droppe of water, muctlefle fpiricuall graces 
and eternall life, Ard though it be true that 
God acknowledgeth his owne graces in his 


owne ſeruants, as thefruits of their fayth, and 
| good 


encration, cannot merit the meaneſt 
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good teſtimonicsof theirwilling obedience, 

the may if he will by reaſon of the imper=- 
ation that cleaueth thereto reie& all. And 
no dotibt would doeit, as inregard of hisab« 
ſoluteand exact iuftice,buttharhe hath proui-: 
ded in Chriſt as a gracious-meanes for the for-! 
giuenefſe of all our finnesthorow his death,fo 
a plentifull ſupply of wharſocuer is wantingin 
vs, thorow the moſt perfe righteouſnes that 
is in him. | 

And methinketh we may ſee this tobe true, 
thorough the diſclaime-' that Gods people 
haue made of all, orany good thing in them- 
{clues, as David for example in the xvi.Pfalm. 
My pondnes,O Lord, reacheth net unto thet;8& 
Iſaiah for himſelfe 8 all the faithful, Chap. 64. 
Our r1ghteouſaeſſe: before thee, are as filthie &- 
[tained cloathes, Yea wee may ſect by the 
courſe they haue kept , in powring foorth of 
prayers vitito God, inwhich they hauc reſpec=- 
ted imply and onely theſe two thinges, Gods 
mercy and their owne miſerie, and vſed them 
as principall arguments, both to yphold their 
ownehearts, and to prouoke him to pittie, as 
wee may playnly fee in many 'Pſalmes of Da- 
uid, but ſpecially in the 86,thorowour, Sothat 
we may ſafely ſay, GodreſpeReth nothing in 
man, no not his miſerie ( though I doubt not 
but that many times ke ismuch moued there- 
with) for if it were ſo, he' ſhould cithet leaue 
all or none in miſcrie,atid that out'owne'expes 
3 rience 


A Sexmn preached 
rience teacheth vs the contrary:orif mans mi. 
ſery ſhouldbethe working cau'c in him, then 
thole that arc moſt miſerable , ſhould ſooneft 
and:malt of all be reſpeRed, þutthat is not. ve 
niverſallysrue neither. And agaive, it milcry 
ſhonyldbethe fir moving caulc in God, why 
docſtnot thou that art diſtreſſed, and inthine 
owne. judgement ſo much as no man-before 
thee, from. thine owneellate and confeilion, 
gather comfort vntothy ſelfe from the Lorde? 
 Wherefbre let the troubled ſpirit caſt away 
theſe conceits, andfully aſſure himſclfe that as 
ianotcſpet,God «© areſpetter of perſons, ſonot 
wdifttiputing andbeſtowing his praces,ſpecis 
ally. ſpiricuall graces. And that therefore fo 
often as this or ſuch like thoughtes comeinto 
theit heads, they ſhould know that they ace, 
either fr6 the ignorance or diffidence of their 
ownRe doulcs, or from the malice of Satan a- 
ainſtthem,andtherefore they ſhould beware 
bow they admit the, formen can hardly carry 
ſuch' fire io their breaſts and nat þe burnt. But 
ler ys proceede. | | 
: Leaſt this generall and indefinite tearme of 
ourSauiour, ſhould be Rretehed- further than 
his meaning, hee knowing alſo cuen wicked 
mentobe more forward that way then they 
ought, he doth reftrayneir, by two particular 
adiunRts or attributes ſaying ( yee 1h4: Lbour, 
and are beauy laden) Where firſt weg are to 
markeghatas in other places of the nth 
F an 
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at Sovnthell, 
and-other caſes alſo, God is wont toreſemble. 
ſprrituall chingsby bodily,and to ſpeake of ths 
by metaphoricall and borrowed kindof ſpee- 
ches; whether they be things. in himſelfe, or 
without him : ſo here he doth the like, for va+ 
tertheſc termes of /abouring and being beauy 
laden, which are-properly referred to outward 
actions 2nd bodily burdens, he meaneth ſenſe 
of finne, conflict of conſcience, and tugging 
and wreſtling as it were , with and vader the 
wiath of God, ſometimes in outward afflicti- 
ons, ſometimes in inward forrow, yea & con- 
demnation for the ſame.. And as this is an v= 
ſuall thing with the ſpiritof God, here and in 
otherplaces of Scripture, & namely Iſaiah 5 5. 
ſaying : Ho eucryone that thirftith , come yes 
ynto the waters, + yeethat hane no ſiluer come 
bay && eat,come [ ſay,buy Wine and milke,\vith- 
oat ſiluer, and wubout money, vaderſtanding 
there by thirſt that which he dothin this place 
by labour and burdening, and by water , wine, 
and milke, that which he doch «vo mn & 
caſe : ſo he doth it not without cauſe, ſpecially 
asinregard of ys, who doe not onely ynder» 
Rand outward thiegs better than inward, but 
valeſſerhat we be taught ofthe inward by the 
outward, we can hardly comprehend them, 
He not meaning vndertheſe borrowed termes, 
tofignifie that theſeourward are able to the 
full, andas it werelivelyto ſcr qut theinward 
andſpirituall ( for thar no eye hath ſcene, na 
| 4 ears 
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eare bath heard, no heart can. conceine, wor: 
rongue cari ter) but bythem fo well ſorting}! 
with ournaturc,to giue-vs ſome-light, ſinacke: 
or calte of them, And even herein alſo.aps« 
pearcth Chriſts loue;thathe is pleaſed colioop. 
downeſolowvnto vs, and inſluch baſe terines: - 
tocxprefie ynto vs fuchexcellentthings. 

Bat yer ict vs a little more particu)arly-ex»: 
aminethe words, That wordthat'is kcre ter." 


med {abexr, doth not ſignifie fmply every las: 


bour, but ſuch a labourasis ſore, and hathiny+ 
ned withit toyhing of the body, and moyling 
of the mind, withcarke and care, yea and wea» 
rines both of body and mind joyned with it: 
as an efteQ flowing fromicy and that cauſeth 
ſome alfa to turne itthus, {ome vnto me all ye 
that are weary, \Whatſocueritbe, we may ſee, 
thar Chriltanindeth by this Metaphore, to ex- 
preſſe this much vntovs, that ditireſic of ſpirit 
ypon whatcauſc ſocuerit ariſe, and conflict of 
conſcience, is no ſmall payne, but a great and 
gricuotisforrow, entring deepeinto the ſoule, 
diſquieting the ſpirit, di{tempering the body, 
and making all parts and powers vnfit for al or 
any duety almolt. Andthis to be true ,-che 
Scripture elſewhere ſhewethit, and namely 
Prou,/1$. Whereitſayth, The fpirit of a man 
way induvre bis infirmtie, but awounded (piritt 
who fhal/beare it? And our owne experience 
can witnes it, if eythet wee hauc beenehums 
bledour ſelues,or haue beene acquainted with 


other 


| 
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ether mens ſorrowes that way : in whomeit 
hath taken away for the time, ſleepe from the 
eyes, hearing fromthe cares, ſpeech from the 
mouth, appetite from the Romacke : nay Iwil 
ſay more, it. hath cauſed ſome, 1oaſlay the fi- 
niſhing of their pz yne, as they-ſuppoled, with 
aſhameful & feareful end, hadic bin accompli- 
ſhed. Which yer notwithſtanding is not ſpo« 
ken here, or propounded elſewhere-yntovs in 
the word, todiſcourageoropprefle them, chat 
bein that combate-; but as onthe one fide,to 
reach all mento caſt away ſecuritie-and care- 
leſnes, ſo on. the other ſide ro inftruct them 
that are ſo weake- in themſclues to relie ypon 
him that is the God'of their ſtrength, who be- 
ing inthem and with them, and forthem, will 
doubtleſſe make his Rrength and power to ap= 
peare intheir weakenes, 
; That other word beauie laden, is metapho- 
ricall alſo and tranſlated from bodily burdens 
vnto ſpirituall, thatis-to ſay, to the burdens of 


_ finneand iniquitie, which lye more hard ypon 


the ſoule and {pirit, though worldly men feele 
them not, than anyoutward doth or can vpon 
the bodie: yeathougha man ſhould be-prefſſed 
therewichall vnto death,' becauſe that onely 
reacheth ynto the bodie, andinthe middeſt of 
the paynes thereof, the ſoule lictle or nothing 
rouched, nay; itmby bee 'very cheerefull and 
comfortable ſpiritually,and ſo cauſe the ſoule 
almoſtto findenogriefe, as ——_— 
| aye 
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haue beeneſo many wayes, and ſo grieuouſly 
torraented, may and doth appeare : butwhen 
the foule is oucrclogged with finne and the 
ſenſe thereof, or of Gods anger againf it for 
the ſame,the very body is raimed thereby with 
ſundry ſorrsof fckneſles, and divers kindes of 
diſeaſes, ſomerecouerable and ſome ynreco- 
verable. | 

And we ſhallfind itmuch vſedinthe ſcrip- 
ture, that finne ic ſelfe is compared ynto a bur- 
then, which may in part appeare not onely by 
this, whenthe Prophets call the tudgements of 
God,thatſhould fal ypon men for their fines, 
burth:ns chat ſo there might be ſome proporti- 
on betweene the iniquitie they had commit- 
red, & the puniſhment that was executed vp6 
them for it->but alſo by a plaine place of the 
Prophet David, in that eight & thirtie Pſalme;, 
that wee-ſung before this Sermon, when hee 
layth: Mine iniquities are gone ever my head, 
and 4: a weightie burden they are tos beanie for 
mee to bears: By all which we may ſec, that fin 
is not ſofſleight or lighta matter, as men make 
it, but a wonderfull weight indeede , whether 
wee confiderit in it owne nature; as being the 
fearcful violation & breach of the law of God; 
'or God that/is offended thereby, whoſe pare 
cies cannot. btha[d that that 14 emll, &hishand 
in iuſtice ispteſt and ready tofirike,or the dan» 


gers & dammages they pull themſelues, 
Dhody entiniende Gethialite preſent, arid 


for 
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forthat which is to comezas error and feare of 


heart, ſharae and confuſion. of face, diſcredice: 


among(t men, ſpecially. godly; diſcords yea 
anarchizsin Kingdomes, common wealthes 
and families, and what not? 

And indeede this were a point well worth 
the wading. into, by reaſon of the groſlenes 
and corryption of the age wherein we liue, 
making ſo fin; orno conſcience at all of finne 
and eranſgreſsion, were it not that we are tobe 
occupied in ſome other points of comfortand 
conſolation, Howbeit this much we may ſay, 
thatas it argueth ſmall conſcience of finne in 
men,that mittigate & minſeit; or minitreth 
ſmall hope of comfort yntothcmſclues or o+ 
thers, of the,happie recoucry out of it, For 
how isit hkely, thatthey ſhould be curedof a 
diſeaſe, that eytherknowe it nor, or feele ic 
nor, or take it not tobe ſo deadly and dange-. 
rous aSitis? Whereas on the other fide the 
tender conjcience charging, yea ſurcharging 
it ſelfe, with more then it ſhould, it may be(& 
yet that can hardly be,if. men conſider right- 
ly the height and the haynoulnes, yea the in- 

nitenc{le& innumerableneſſc of their owne 
ſinnes generall and particular ) though in that 
accuſation ir ſuffer much griefe, yea,& plunge 
it ſelfe asit were intq diſtruſtfulnes , is in more 
hope of a gracious recoperie (: which in the 
midſt of ſuch ſorrow of heart ſhould miniſter 
ſomecomfort) becauſe ſinne felt is more ys 
; y 
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ly by repentance tobe cured: and healed, then 
that that men make'no keepe or account of, 
Burcoler this pvint paſſe, and to come to that 
that doth more nighly concerne our purpoſe 
at this preſent. 

Now there followeth the laſt wordes of this 
28.yerſe: «And I will refreſh you, and containe 
inthe the ſecond pait thereof, namely a ſweet 
& comfortable promiſe for the better drawing 
yeaalluring of vs, vnto him that callech vs vn- 
_ tohimſelfe, bur yet for our ſpirituall good, A 
thirſtie body indeedewoulde reioyce to heare, 
though it were but of water and not of drinke, 
flake the thirſt withall:the reaſon is, becauſe 
heknowerhir, andtaketh it, tobe'a meaneto 
maintayne life. The tydings of cafe; and ligh- 
ting of 'himi in ſome ſort of a preat and grie- 
nous burden, to him that carrieth it, is no 
doubt of it gladſome and joyfull alſo, becauſe 
_ Itisatoyleand a moyle, a weariſomnes and 
weaknefſe ro body and minde to 'beare a 
waight ( yeathough it be but ſmall }continu- = 
ally. Reaſon & ourowne experience teacherth 
vs the trueth hereof, in theſe worldly thinges. 
Bur how much more ſhall this be found true, 
a$ in regard of cooling yea ſatisfhynog our ſpi- 
ritall drougth, oras in reſpe& of caling the 
griefes and burdens of our mindes': which in 
deed ſhall be ſo muchthe better welcome yn- 
tovs, when God ſhall be pleaſed in-mercy to 
youchfaue ys the fame, by how much = ur- 

| thens 
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| thens that we beare,andthe paines we indure, 
arcindeed grieuous,and (as wee may ſay and 
hall finde it too, without grace and aſsiſtance 


from God ) ynbeareable. In theſe outwarde 
matrers,the morc that is promiſed the better 
we like, and the more greac and faichfull the 
party is that giueth vs his word, the more con= 
Rantly we aſſurc our ſclues:butifrogether with 
words, we finde yndeceiueable accompliſh- 
ment, then js our ioy, as a man may ſay, atthe 
roppeandfull. Marke theſe thinges here, and 


1 - then we ſhall ſce our comfort increaſed. 


Where are: more bountifull promiſes of 
truth and life then thoſe that cuery where ſoiid 
inthe holy Scripture? Doe not they reach to 
the good things of this life preſent, and thar 
which is to come eſpecially? Who more ex- 
cellcnt than the Lorde that hath made them? 
Who more great for power? Who more cer- 
raine for good will? Who more aſſured for 
faltncſſe and fadelicy than be? Should not all 
theſe rayſe vp our ſpirits in our ſclues, that are 
fallen downe within vs, and eucn as it were 
cauſe vs in hope or vnder hope,to beleene againſt 
hope? Which that we may the better perceiue 
in our ſclues,and perſwade our hearts of, let ys 
alictle infiſt or ſtand vponthe words. 

He ſayth, and /willrefreſh you, Who ſpea- 
kethie? Hethaccyther cannor or will not per- 
forme it? no yerely, But Chriſt God and man 
in one perſon, conſilting yet m_—_ 
0 
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.of twoſeuerall and diſtin natures, the god- 
head and the manhood, hath deliuered' it, that 
fo we might be well aſſured, 'as of his cternall 
power by reaſonof his godhead, ſoof hisiofi- 
nite good will, by reaſon of hishumanitie,and 
in both of them inſeparably ioyned together 
fromchertime of hisconception,perſwade our 
hearts forthe faithfull accompliſhment of this 
molt gracious and ſweere promiſe. And wee 
muſt ncedes referre it ro, and vaderftand it of 
his whole perſon, not onely becauſc in him 
confiſteth the fulnes of all goodnes as we haue 
head, yea, even the very fulnes of the godbead 
boxily, but alfo becauſe that delivering this as 
the King, Pcicſt, and Propher. of his Church, 
and not accompliſhing any of theſe offices, in 
eyther of hisdiſtia&tnatures ſeuerally , but in 
lis whole perſon, he muſt in his perſon needes 
both deliver this{weete and comfortable pro- 
miſe,and alſocftcctually performe che ſame in 
the heartsof his faythfull people. 

The wordr:freſhis mecapbor:call, and well 
an{wereth indeede the tearines before going, 
of l1bcaring and being heauy laden, A man that 

-labourcch ſore woulde bee glad of eaſe : who 
doubterh of thai? The party thar hath a fore 
burthen on his backe would willingly be 11gh- 
ted. Nature, r afon,expcrience & all teacheth 
the tructh of this. How much more then hee, 
that is preſſed if not depreſſed with the fight 
of finne, with the bcholding of his owne in- 

firmuities, 
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firmiries, with the feeling and feare of Gods 

wrath againſt himforthe ſame, would be glad 

to find refreſhing, eaſe, and comfort, Which 
'if it be offred and meant as hereitis, is excel- 

lent: bur if' ir be rexcyued and felt, is fo much 

the more notable, by how much the ſoule is 

berter thenthe body, & the griefes of the ene 
more greatthen the other, and therefore they 
being holpen and cured, the mercy miniftred 

and made cftcctuall,andthe comforts flowing 
therefrom, farre ſurpaſſing all. Wherein our 
Sauiour Chriſt ſurely offreth no more, then 

what hee isableto performe , nay, then thae 

which he will accompliſh indeed,fo thac wee 

labour by that eyeof fayth,which he hath bin 

pleaſed ro vouchſaue vnto vs, and that hand 

of fayth that he hath b:Rowed pon vs, ſted- 

faſtly co looke vpon it, toJay hold of it, and to 
coglick co our owneſoules, becauſe the _ 
miſes of God, though meſt holy, heauenly,8& 
exccllentin chemſelues, yer withourt fayth to 
feele and apply the ſame yato our hearts, they 
are as inregarde of men, as if they were not 
at all, 

And yet to ſay trueth, and that indeede for 
the further inlarging of the comfort of diſtreſ.. 
ſcdconſciences, wee are to marke, that the 
word ſignifiethmuch more then refreſhing: 
_ though Ideny not but that that conſidered, as 
it commeth from God, or in itowne ſelfe; isa 
very Gogular grace, Aud it ſhall both ap- 
peare, 
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eare, and be ſo much che more gracious, by 
ow much ailand euery one of vs,are vnwor- 
thy of it, yea maſt worthy of all diſcomfort & 
iudgeiment, both for the time ptcſcnt and all 


continuance, 'Butrothe word, Ifay, ic being | 


compoundedot a prepoſttion ar iparticle, and 


a yerbe thac ſignificth tafiniſh, cnde or ceaſe 


froin, our Sattiournoteth not onely refreſhing 
from the paynes, and pangucs that we indure, 
but putting anendevnco all croubles, and ſor- 
rowes that arc.ypon vs, whether they be out 
watd orinward, which though it ſhal be pria- 
cipally,yeaoncly and moſtablolutely pertor. 
med inthe life that is co be reueiled, according 
co thatof the ſpirit in the xiiii, of the Reucla- 
tions. &leſſed arc the dead that dye in the Lord, 
for they ceaſe from their labors, and their Works 
folow them;yer itisin mannerand meaſurebe- 
gunne here, & by fayth we ledfaſtly belecuc 
che fuil fruition of it, and thorowe hope holde 
faſt, and with patience looke for, the continu- 
all cnioying thereof And no doubr of it our 
Saviour hath vſed ſo gnificant a word, that he 
might the berter proutde for, and propounde 
comfortto the wounded fpirit, :vhich as it is in 
.enguith and gricfe for the preſent viftreſieyfo 
doth ic trouble and torment itfelfc, withthis 
rermpeation;that it ſeethnoende of the mile- 
rics aud calamities thereof. But be not diſmai- 
cd ſayto Chriſt, forthe time ſhall come fayth 
Chriſt, whercin I will n5pe 4k gcares from your 
e075, 
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#9es, all priefe from your heiftes, all ſorrowe 
from your ſoules, and not onely ftay there, but 
giue you perpetuall reſ# wich thers that are 
fenttified, and ſaued thorow me. 

Hirherto we haue tranailed, and I truſt nor 
ynprofitably, chiefly in the expoſition of the 
words, interlacingnow and then ſome things 
of comfort and conſolation, no whit Iam ſure 
ſtraoge from the meaning of Chrift,or impro- 
per or vnfitte for this preſentexercife and af- 
ſembly. Now itremayneth, that before we go 
any furtherin the wordes of our texr, we doe 
from this verſe gather ſome ſuch goodleffons, 
as it doth aftord vs,for doctrine or confolatis; 
becauſethis indeed may moſt properly be cal. 
ted the life of the word, when men learne from 
the ſame good inſtructions, ard indeuour to 
make good and profitable vie thereof. 

The firſt poine of doctrine ifluing out of chis 
text js this, thar true and found comfort for an 
afflited conſcience is no where cls, eyther to 
be ſought or found, but in Jeſus Chrift onely. 
WhereTbeſecch you htft to marke, both how 
this doQrine ariſeth from hence, and then the 
rearmesin which Idoe propound and deljuer 
the ſame. Itis gathered from this place, be-= 
cauſe our Sauiour calleth vs ynto him, yea'varo 
him alone,*which if ithad not bio the will of 
his Father, and verie ttuth indeede, or if hee a- 
lone had not had aboundant, yea infinite mat- 
ter of ſtrong and ſolide comfort'in himfelfe, 

C he 
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he would neyer haue done,as we haue already 
heard in the beginning of this exerciſe, And 
forthe wordes I doc not fay, there is no.com- 
fortto bee founde: for meate, drinke, leepe, 
friends, recreation,and ſuchlike, are comtars 
] confeſle, but not true and found comfort, for 
adiftreſſed ſpirit. For the attiiction of the mind 
is inward, and theſe ace but outward, & there 
fore are nor fitte for a perſon or partie lo affec- 
red: and I would as ſoone thinke and ſ1y,thar 
bodily food were the proper and {ound nous 
riſhmene of the tfoule, as ſuppoſe that theſe 
outwardthings,were the true and ſound com- 
fort of a broken and contrite heart. But that 
yet wee may bee the better perſwaded of the 
crueth of this point, let vs procecd vuto ſome 
further proofes of it, 

This was not in my mind obſcurely ſignift- 
ed,vnder all the lacritices of the old l1w,whe- 
ther they were ordinarie, or extraordinarie, 
daylyor yearly, generail or particular, all and 
euery onc of them, in meaſure more or leſle, 
tending fill yntohim,, whom they did prefi- 
gureand ſignific,asthe Apoſtle at large decla- 
reth inthe Epiſtle tothe Hebrewes, And why 
him?becauſe he was he alone, 1 whom Gol 
we: pl:afed toreconcue rne wor!dunto himſelfe, 
and to make the one and oncly obicCt of our 
farch, And this is plainely propounded vnto vs 
and proucdalſo, by manifolge texts of Scrip- 
ure both inthe old and new teſtament, 1 wil 

not 
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nottrouble you with many for T like noemuck 
of that courſe. Our of that great ſtore ler ys. 
takertivo or three both playne and pregnant 


for'this purpole. In the 55, Chapter of the 


booke of the Prophet Iſaiah, a place cited bes. 
fore, and is as we all know and confeſle an eui- 
dent-prophecie concerning Chriſt, and the 

aces that wee ſhall finde in him, if with a 
lueiy and edfalt fayth we labour to lay hold 
of-him, iti1sſayd, Encline your care and come 
ontomee ( Ohmarke how like this Euangeli- 
cal Prophet &'our Saujour himſelfe ſpeake 8 
let this phraſe allo | beſecch you ſerue fora ca 
firmarion and cxpoſition of theſe wordes of 
our text) Zearc and your foule ſhall lug : and 
Irwill make at. ene; lajting conemant wuh you,e« 
wen the ſure mereies of 'Darid, Enery worde 
hath his waight, he, yea, he alone will eftabliſh 
Kot &momentany:, but an cucriatiing coye- 
nant With all js faith{ulil, of which that wee 
inghebe the beccer certified, hee relleth vs it 
ſhalibe ſurc, yea, as ſure as the mercics mani- 
feliedvnto, and beltowerl vpon Dauid, which 
as they werelarge arid alinoti innumerable, fo 
were-they irreuotable and conld neuer tay le. 
Fo'rhe- tame purpole ferueth, a notable len- 
tence.of the Apbitle::2.Cor. 1.5. As rhe fuffe= 
rigs &feC ori ſf.abnumnd m vs, fo evr conſolation 


thoundeth 4 horew Chit. By ſutteringes of 


Ehiiſt, he'moancth nut oac!y thoſe thinges, 


that we incureatthe hands of perſecurers for 
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Chriftes ſake: for Chriſt did nor onely ſuffer 
that way, but cuen thoſe anguiſhes alſo, thar 
we hauein our ſoules and in our ſpirits, Chritt 
being as much, yea, farre more throwne down 
and humbled that way than all fleſh,as appea- 
reth by his conflict in the garden, and by his 
outcries vpon the Crofſe,ſaying : fy Godygmy 
God, why haſt thou forſaken mee, And though 
theſe haue bin, were, and are, very good 1n« 
deed (asthole that hauefelt and doe feele ths, 
know andconfefle ) yer to the ende that wee 
might aſſure our ſelues, that our ioyes ſhoulde 
match them, he ſayth ,Our conſolations abound 
thoroW hin, For if there were not a proporti- 
on betwixt our heauines and our comfort,nay 
I will ſay more, a ſuperaboundance of our 
toyes aboue our griefes,then ſare,what by rea- 
ſon of Sarans malice againſt vs, and the dul- 
neſle and hardneſſe of our owne heartesrs be- 
leeue, and the greatneſſe of our griefes & ſor- 
rows beſides, it would goe hard with a diftreſs 
ſed ſpirir. Andtherefore as for the comfortivg 
of vs, againſt the hugenes and height of our 
ſinnes, we ſay with the Apoſtle, where ſinne 
hath abounded there grace hath onerabounded, 
So in this caleof inward afflitions, particular- 
ly we ſay, our ſorrowes-may be fore and our 
griefes great, yet owr light afficttion , which s 
but for a moment ,cauſeth unto vs a farre moſf 
excellent and eternall waight as of glory in the 
life to come, fo of ioy in this life rayſed yp in 
our 


at Sowthell. 
our hearts by the comfortable feeling thereof. 
And he that knoweth foundly,and feeling. 
ly belecueth, the names, natures , perſon and 
oſhces of our Sauiour Chriſt, rogether with 
the effes that from him in them are commus 
nicated to ys, cannot chuſe but ſee, feele, and 
confefle che trueth of this point. Hee is good, 
& in himthere js not, or cannot be any thing, 
but that which is abtolutely good, as in whole 
face and preſence alſo, there is the faulnes of soy 
for euermo:e and at bis right hand pleaſures for 
euer ard :uer, He is likewiſe fo good, thar yer 
notwithſtanding he isman like vnto vs in cuc= 
ry reſpeR, ſinne onely excepted, and one that 
hath bin touched with thefeeling of ourinfir- 
mitics, by meancs whereof we maythe more 
boldly come vnro the throne of grace, & ſo re- 
ceinem?rcy, ard finde grace to helpe in time of 
neede. Yea, theſetwa naturesare ſo ioyned & 
knit ( as we may f:y ) infeparably in oneper- 
ſon, even from the very time of his bleſſed co. 
ception mthe wombe of his mother, for the 
accompliſhinenr of the worke of ourredemp- 
tion, and our full comfort thereby, as that they 


cannot be deuided or ſundred, hze being man 
that ſo hee mightſufter, and God that ſo hee 
might ouercome, the perfetion' and full ac- 
compliſhment of our redemption ſtanding 
ypon theſe two partes, ſuffering for finne: this 
15 the firſt, and then ouercomming linne, and 


death, & him that had the pawer of death, that 
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And why is he called Tefus? but becauſe as 
is {ayd Matth, r. He ſhen/d fave his people from 
rheir fmnes. For finnc, and that thatinfuerh 
ypon finne, as ſhame and conſuſon of face, 
hotror of heart, condemnation &c. is it that 
moſt ftingeth mens mindes and ſoules. Now 
all theſe bceing taken away in Chriſt , why 
ſhovid-they not 2s well and comfortably ſing 
that'tryumphant fong, O death where 15 thy 
ftp? O praneor kellwherers thy wittory? the 
Firg of death is finne, ard the ſtrength of ſinne 
#rrte law, But thank*s be unto God wich bath 
yiden vs vitlory, thorow our Lord Jeſus Chrift: 
as Well as mournefully veter that forrowfull 
yoyte, Wrerched man that I am, who ſhall dc- 
luter me from the body of this death! His other 
nameChrift, and his Rately offices, of King, 
Prieft, and Prophet, comayned m it, and vn- 
der it fet outynto vs, what doe they elſe , bue 
provethis point? For why washe ll in all, bur 
to give vs ro veiderſiand that as all was in him, 
ſa all miſt be fettefromhim, or elſe it covlde 
no where be found: And though it bee truc 
thatdiversperſons hadasfome one or other of 
thoſe names ( forexampleTehoſhua ,) ſo one 
ordliers of thoſe offices vpon them, atone & 
or ſee ſatnE'time © if you 
w neither had'they all ,”or if rhey had 
ewes had i as figures of him, 
whoſe perſon and place they did for a while 
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reſent, and thoſe"graces alſo they had in 
meaſure, whereas | inhim they were in all ful. 
nefſe, tvat ſorof bis fuln-s we might all recetne 
ener grace for grace : thatis, aboundance of 
orace, and yet when he hath giuen vs all that 
wee haue, hee RO uIores WHREGR lefle in 
hiniſclfe. 

Andthis very thing haue all the godly in all 
agesftelr in themlelues, and confeſſed before 
others,that ſo if it were poſſ1ble,they mightbe 
madepartakers with them of the [elite ſame 
comfort. Abr1hvr, ſaita Chriſt inthe Goſpel 
after lolit chap. 8; reioycedro (eemy day, and 
mdeed ſavit, and ws olad, Chrilt meaning 
thereby that the aboundant riches of Gods 

racethat was inhim, was made manifeſt in 
all formggo2pes, the fathers by the eye of fayth 
{ as the Apo He plainely ſheweth it Hebr.xr.). 
lecingin the promiſes thathe ſhoulde come: 
of whome alſo 25 they did very ioytully lay 
hold on by fayth ſoinreſpedt of himand the 
fweetnes of his promiſesthey contemned all 
outword things. And Dauidno doubt of itin 
many places, fetterh out this grace and feeling 
co have bin in himlelte, and he to haue found 
fauour with the Lord, asin regard of comfor- 
table afliirance of this matter. How gloriouſly 
in many places of the Golpelles, doth Peter 8 
the reſt of the Apoltles acknowledge it. Inthe 
16, Chapter of this Goſpell, in the great va- 
rietic of opinions, that was amongſt men con- 
C4 cerning 
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cerning Chtift, ſome ſaying he was Elias,” ſome. 
leremas, or one of the Prophets, Peter. ig his; 
ownename and inthe name of thereſt, being, 
demaunded what they thought , anſwered.fax. 
them all, 7 hon art Chriſt rhe Sonne of the i= 
uing God: Which what was it clic, butto aces 
knowledge thatin him alone, and in none 0s 
ther, was«che fulnefſe of all goodneſle, truerh, 
life, comfortor whatſocuer elſe we can. tbinke 
of, orreckon vp? Andinthe fixt of the Goſpel, 
after Iohn, where it is ſhewed, that, euca far. 
ſome points of dofrine whieh our Sauiour. 
Chriſt did deliver bur were.not rightly ynder- 
flood, meny of his diſciples went backe, and 
walked -no more with him, Chriſt demaun-: 
ding of therwelue, whether they alſo woulde 
goe away, Peter anſwered ( as he wagalwayes 
a forward fellow ) Aafer, towhoms ſhall-wee 
£oe? asif hee ſhoulde ſay, cenainly we cannot 
rell, Thou haſt the woras of eternall lfe,and we 
beleene and knew that thou art that ( viſt that 
Sonne of the lung God, But amongeltall o- 
thers yea aboue the reſt as ſeemerh to me,the 
Apoſtle Paul is moſt plaine and plentifullin 
this poynt, whoſe ſeuerall ſentences recorded 
in his holy Epiltles concerning this macter, 
would make almoſt a volume, But let vs take 
one ortwoin fteede of all the reſt. In his firlt 
Epiſtle co the Corinthians, and firſt Chapter 
thereof towards the ende,he ſaith concerning 


Chrif, and forthe body of che ſaihfull, tha 
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hy 1391ade of God unto v5,wiſdowe , righteonſe 
neſſe, ſenttification, and redemption, meaning, 
thereby, thatall,euen the chiefeſt graces thar 
we can wiſhor would haue, as truce and hea- 

wiſedome, abſolute r1ghteouſneſle even 
beforeGod,houelſt and holy life inthe fight of 
men, and deliuveraunce from all fnoe, and all 
miſeries and calamitics whatſoever, aretobe 
found oncly i0.him and co where elſe, And in 
the Epifile ro the Coloſſrans,once or twice for 
fayling, he ſaith, that zr pleaſedrbe Father that 
511 oims ſhould all fulnes dwell chap.r, And in 
the 2.chap, be-ſaith, that #n he dwelleth the 
fulnesof the Goabead bodily: meaning thereby 
that he was repleniſhed , notonely with m 
plentifull, but with infinite aboundance of all 
things, both divine and humane, he being not 
onely moſt perfeR in bimſeife, and paſſing all 
other things, but teaching his,that whoſocuer 
hath him, neede require nothing more. Yea; 
that we mightſec in him, what wee ourſelues 


| ſhouldftriae yato, cuen cuery one of vs, asith 


regard of ourowne parteorteeling, heedoth 
not onely tell vs comfortable things, 1.Tim.r. 
but ſetteth a worthy preface before ir, ſaying, 
T bisis atrue ſayimg, and worthy by all meanes 
tobe receined, that Chriſt Jeſus: came into the 
world tro ſane \ſinuers, of Whom [am the chiefe, 
Neither necde weeto thinke this ſtrange, 
that godly menhaue cuery where acknowled- 
gedit, fox eucnthe divelles and wicked men, 
cole 
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convicted with the euidence and cleareneſſe 
of this trueth, have þin conftrayned,, thongh 
ithaue bin fill orc againſt cheir willes, 8& but 
for the further increaſe of their condemnation 
to confeſſe it ſaying, Phat have we to doe with 
thee, O Chrift, the Sonne' of the linmg God? 
And this is italſo chat S. James meaneth, when 
heſayth of the, the denillierbelrzne & tremble, 
And ſurely God himſelfe doth not obſcure- 
ly. but moſt” plainely rather propound this 
point, both in- che giving of his gracious pro- 
miſes concerning Thrift, andinthereiterarin 
of them allo; becauſe as the Apolile ſaith, /r 
{rift Ieſus allths promiſes of God are yea and 
Amen, As for example. when to our firſt pa- 
rents afterthe fall, hee ſayth, the ſeede of rhe 
Woman ſhall break? or brniſe the ſerpents head, 
And when to Abraham he fayth, :» thy ſeede 
all the nations of the earth be Llefſed. 
Which he deth repeat in Geneſis, twiſe or 
thriſe attheleaſt for fayling : and the Apoſtle 
doch notably'expound icin his Epilile to the 
Galathians, ſaying, m thy ſeed as of one, which 
ene is Chriſt, That ſoin the particularizing of 
icyee might ſee ſill this ro be moſitrue, thac 
no-where we can ſeekefor or find found con- 
folation, bur-in him a!one, Which alſo may 
yet further appeare by this, that God the Fa- 
ther hath not onely-prouided for the continu- 
ance and conucyance of this trueth, oucr or 
ymo men, by the audible yoice of preaching 
ITY in 
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inthe publicke miniflery of the Goſpell, tea- 
ching them to. ſound and to publiſh it, ſaying, 
This « my melbeloued Sonne, m\Whom 1 amwell 
pleaſed, heare him: but hath offered co ſeale it 
vp inthe heartes and conſciencesof them, by 
inſtiruriog & ordayning certaine viſible fignes 
and Sacra:nents,both inthe law and vnder the 
I all lcading vs not onely vnto Chriſt, 
utyntoallthoſe ſweetegraces and heaucnly 
comfartesthar we receiue from'bim, 

To omit toſpeake of the ſacraments of rhe 
olde teftament,, which yet notwichſtanding 
werefor ſubſtance and matter, the ſame to the 
fathers that ours aretovs, and to come tothe 
of the newe Teſtament, yea and but totouch 
oneof them onely, namely che Lords ſupper, 
What wonderfull and votpeakeable comfort, 
doth God in Chriſt offerynto vs thercin? To 
ſay nothing of thoſe that we recciue there, che 


pledges of his death ,and bloudſheading, and 


of all che craces that flow vnto. vs therefrom, 


as forgiucneſſe of tinnes, ſanRified vicot the 
creatures, reconciliation to God, and ſundry 
ſuch hike: what a maruailous mercy is this,that 
ynderthoſeclements of bread and wine , hee 
ſhouldſeale vp in our hearts not onely the ſpi- 
rituall frength wee haue frombim, todiethe 
death of Gnne,and co livethe life of righteoul- 
nefle, thorow his power, but alſothe heauenly 
comfort that he camunicateth-ynto vs: bread 


no moreeffettually or liuelyfſtrengehning our 
hcatts, 
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hearts, nor wine more effectually making ys 
to be of cheerefull ſpiries,than Chriſt partaken 
of by fayth, filleth ys with all manner of hea- 
genly and holy joy. 
'" Andby arguments taken from privation if 
I may ſo ſay, wee may proue this point, The 
comfort that we ſpeake of is no where elfe to 
be found : therefore itmuſt of neceſſitie be in 
him alone. If we would looke to Angels and 
ſaints departedout of this life,thereis a double 
exception againſt them,for firſt we are yncer- 
eaine of their good will and ſounde affeQion 
towards ys asin this behalfe : then we are ſure 
they cannot afford vs that we defire, as who 
heicher haue that powerintheſelues , becauſe 
i properly & onely belon geth vntothe Lord; 
and beſides are ſundred fo farre from vs, inre- 
& of diſtance'of place, that they are nor 
able to ftrerch out their ayd though they could 
helpe. As forthe reſt of theſcreatures, they are 
as farre vnable and weake for this worke as the 
other, if notmore, The diuelles and damned 
iries willrather do what they canto torment 
vs, then yeeld anyconſolation. Man and wo- 
man that live with vs in the world are infirme, 
and ftand in neede as we our ſelues, and not 
#ble in the ercarnes of their diltrefle, ro com- 
fort themſclues, much lefle ys : vnreaſonable 
creatures are rainred with our finnes, and fith 
the wicked enioy them in greater porrion that) 
we, cannot yeelde conſolation. Our owne 
things 
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things that we hauc in our owne power, as our 
wiues, our children, and friendes,citherin hard 
heartednefle againſt ys, will become miſerable 
comforters vnto vs, as Iobs wife and friendes 
were, 4lithe ſort of them, orelſe when we ſhal 
confider what iniuries and indignities we haue 
offered them will increaſe our ſorrow, And 
the like may wee ſay of our health, wealth; 
firength &c. which deeing abuſed, will caſt 
downe rather then comfort, 

Bur whither amI carried in confirmation of 
this point? Itistimeas Itake it, tomake vſcof 
ir, and ſoto proceed tothe handling and hea» 
ring of ſome other doQtines, 

We may leeby ir asif ic werein a cleare & 
true looking glaſſe, the miſerable eſtate and 
wofull condition, of all in the worlde, that be 
without the knowledge and feeling of Chriſt, 
Ifay, both knowledge and feeling ( andI bes 
ſeech you ioyne then: both together, for they 
cannot be ſundred,no more then the ſoule and 
the body ) becauſe as all without the knows 
ledge of him are vnder condemnation,ſoma- 
ny that know him, 8 yet feele himnot in faith 
and obedience, ſhall certainely periſh. For if 
that bee true which Chriſt himſelfe ſayth, 
loh.17. This is life eternall to know thee to bee 
the oxely true God and him whom thou haf#t ſent 
I:fas Chriſt :then this by the contrary muſt 
needs be true alſo, that thoſe that knowe not 
God,and him whom he hath ſent Icſus Chriſt, 
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zeſt ynder. eternall condemnation; :becauſe 
Chriſtlayth, hee that belernerb in the name of 
the onely vegatten Sorne of God, ſhall nct come 
intoindg ment, but hath paſſed ont of death m+. 
tohife : and againe;be thar beleencth not 55 con 
demned already becauſe he beleeneth nat in the. 
name of the enely Sonne of God. By which we 
ſee what ſentence to giue not ovly of the hea« 
then and gentiles, of whomthe Apoltle ſpea« 
keth Epbel.2.that 1hey were withenr Goden the 
worl#:neither yerof the Iewes, Turks & others, 
who though d:cy acknowledge: God the Fa 
ther,yetobilinately deny. amdrefuſe the perſon 
of the ſonne; butalſooct many thouſandes of 
Chrilt1ans,whereof ſome as hereticks denyhis 
natures, as the Anabaptiſtes, who deny his hu« 
manitic,and our -popiſh adueiſaries detacing 
his offices of Kingdome, inerecting and exer- 
cifing another gouernement, the he hath pre- 
ſcribedof priefthood , in piacing their Cayly 
vabloody {acnice inſtead of it:ot proplecie, 
in bringing innew dottrires, and eftabliſhing 
traditions, ard-other {uch traſh. and trampery, 
Ocher ſome againe knowing bigy,bur Cenying 
him thorow looſe and lewd iife , of whom we 
may lay asthe Apolite ſaith of ſome other,not 
much ynlikechem, that tYLev 1hry knew the pos 
Wer of godlmes, they denied it nowgnbffanaing 
in 1biir dreds:and of whonallo-we mayſay 
though it bee to their terror, as Chrilt ſayth 


Luk. 2. Hz that kroweab the will of brgmatter, 
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and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with ers s 

And yet let no man thinke this a hard or 
hafty iudgement, for heere wee ſpeake notthe 
wordes of our owne heart or mouth, but of 
God, and may in ſome meaſure in thisbehalfe 
ſay, cuen as Chrilt himſelfe ſayth Iob.12../ 
wmdge no man, but there 15 one that wageth ſuch, 
even tbeword that he hath ſpoken, it ſhall:cuage 
tkem, according to which when we wdge,we 
cannoe but iudge righteous judgement , be= 
cauſe it being all and onely trueth,it can giue 
no lenrencefaue according to the ſame, But 
todrawe it more geere to our preſent purpoſe 
and occaſion, 

We tnay learn from hence whatis the rea- 
ſon why ſo many diſtreſſed ſpirits ly azit were 
broiling in the flame & fire of atroubled and 
diſquicted heart.Surche citherthey know not 
Chriſt , and che power of his'gracc and ſpirit, 
and then no maruell though they boyleand 
broile indeed,when they are touched with the 
fiing of conlcience for inne, and condemnati- 
on therfore : For how canjt be otherwiſe, ſee+ 
ing there isneicher forgiuencſle of finnes , nor 
oucrconmming of condemnation , nor any 
comfortable & continuall feeling ofany fauor 
but by him.Or els they feele him nor with his 
force and ctie&t rhat way,though they knowe 
their owne (1nne, the puniſhmcntes due ynto 
them therefore, wicththe manifold vnworthy= 
neſles they findin themiclues , hiadcing them 
from 
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from comfore and conſolation, Asforthe fors 
mer ſort, l wonld wiſh them carefully & pain- 
Fully to labourthe artainmenc of knowledge, 
becauſe thenthey areand ſhall 'bee a devree 
nearer to grace & comfort than before, w 
hauing ence obtained,and harty prayer made 
vnto God fosthe ſanRifiedvſe, continuance 
and increaſe cherofin the, they ſhall no doubt 
in good timecometofeeling: burttillthen ler 
them neuer thinke ofir, for all their thoughres 
chat way ſhall bee bat loſt Tabour,becauſe not 
knowing,they cinot heleeue,forhow can any 
man be perſwaded of the thinges he knoweth 
not? And for the other 1 wouldin' the feare of 
God counſellthem , neuerto thinke of finne 
alone, or of condemnation by itſelf,or of their 
owne vnworthineſſle apart, for then certainely 
they cinot choole, bur be much diſcomforced 
& oreatly caſt down, but toioyn alwayesther- 
with the remedies that God hath provided 8& 
iuen them thereagainft,as oppoling againſt 
Fune Chriſts ſuffrings,and the merits thereof, 
which being ſtrong to take away the cauſe, 
canner bur ytterly remooue the effec, char is, 
condemnation: and to oppoſe againf1 their 
owne ynworthineſſe,the worthines ofhim that 
. hath deſerued all in all,not for himſclfe, forhe 
needed no merites, as neuer hauing offended; 
but for vs, thatin his rightcouſnes wee might 
Rand pure abdcleane in the fight of God. And 
then ro doubt bur if xe dox this,theſe rempra- 
: ions 
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tionsſhall be thamoce cafic,andthe ſooner o- 
tercome, if: ne therewith all 
14.9 the increaſe & ſtrengthening of « our 
to apply vnto. our ſclues allthe fivecte 
promiſes nd | comfortable examples of the 
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word,which indeed; be not only as mavieſure - 


ſealesand pledges ſex thereunto, but ſomany 
particular documentes to inftruftvs wha: £0 
doe;,: becaulg God is notin this ſortor ſenſe,a 
gre encral God toall,bur a particular God tothe 
dithful,8 aſpecial God to cucry one of them, 
as may appearebyclieſe words ofthe faithfull, 
{ - my God, andinprayer, My Gad,my 
God;erc. And yetthis applying ofhim vato 
our {elues doth nort{traighren Gods goodnes 
in irſelfe, for tharis infinitely larger, not hinder 
itfrom others;for he may _ doetb yiue to all 
aboundantly ;and yetallchey haue tothe full, 
and he him elle neuer a whitthe- Icfle therfore. 
- Aſecond dodtrineihat we may learne from 
hence is this, thatthe cliare of a difireſſedand 
auafflited pirite, is not ſo hard or: heauy, 1o 


' dangerousdeadly or defperare, as many men 


inthe'world cake it,and would make ic to bee. 

This is gathered from hence, yea and confir- 
med allo by this,thathe doth heer fo comfor- 
tabliccall vpowthem,andcommaund them to 
come-yntohim; whichifthey bad beca paſt 
hope he would nothaue done; for our Sauiour 
hathnocdone orſaid any thing in vaine.Surely 
nothing was hidden from himzheeknew their 
eſtace,and accordingly framed himſcelfethere- 
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ro, Andindeede to ſay truezithad beeptono 
pole becauſe beingpaſit hope, ir ſhuld have 
invain,citherro hauc called or commansg 
ded. 'BurChriſtſhewerhrather the quitc:and 
cleanecontraric ; namely;'that itis good and 
comfortable,as wemay perceiue by this, that 
ourSaujourChrift ſo tendetly:regardeth them 
thatbe plunged imto that miſery, | 
Andthiszwe may vaderſtand ;alſo by many 
reaſons,as wellas. by that before alleaged, All 
things in theworld, and therefore this, muſt of 
neceſſity come from Godor from nature. That 
whichis from God,is as himſcif good, yea, very 
good:that which is from-nature,, is as nature, 
vitiated andcorwpted; But this indeed is no 
naturall thing,as may appeareby this,that na» 
rure inthe corruptio of it rather ſoothethmen 
in fin, than any manctr of way chargeth them 
withall: yeanature is ſo farre from working it, 
thatit rather ſhunneth it, and fiyeth from itas a 
moſt grieuous cuill.. And befides, if it werena- 
turall and fromman,why ſhould not all. be cx- 
erciſed withit , ſeeing all men are meerlie:na- 
rwrall,and haye al:ke fipncd as in regard of the 
raint of original ſin?and though it may be that 
aRually all men have not Gnaed alike, yet fub 
euery man'in his mcaſurcar mancr, hathbio- 
ken the aw of God :. if ic were from vature it 
would follow. thereupon that cucry man ey- 
ther more or leſic ſhuld be touched barn 
81], becauſe every man bath wore or leſſe fin» 
ned, It þeing therefore from God, as may ap» 
» peare 
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peare by this alſo;chat hehath ordayned niany 
meanes, and amongſt thereſt the execution 


-of iudgmers,andthedenouncingof the fame, 


by the miniſtery of che law,and his vſing ofthe 
fme,asa worthy —_ men ther 
untozit will follow thereupon Aatit cannot be 
but good, becauſe nothing commerhfrom him 
who is all ſoueraigne goodnes in himlelfe,; bue 
that which is good even as he himſelfe is,And 
#it be good asit mult needs bee coming from 
him,thenitis notcuill, orſo dangerous,dead- 
heand deſperate as m:nyinen make it. 

+ Befides,ler vs but a little regard the perſons, 
who are moſt touched therwith,8& we ſhal ſee 
thacthey be the deareſt & neerelivnro God,& 
are-bcſt beloued of him, Among(t the Fathers 
vader thelaw, wereany-more exccllenc than 
Abraham,than Moſes,than Dauid, than Iſaiah? 
OfAbraham it is recorded, that hee was the-Fa+ 
ther of the faithfal,o+ the friend of God:{)t Mo 
ſes it is affirmed, that bee was the furthfulle/t in 
the houſe of God,ara ſeruam.Of David, that hes 
was & men exen according to the htart of God. 
And yer howe much-were eueric one of theſe 
humbled? Let Dauid and ys in ſeed of al. How 
many not only here and there ſentences or vet= 
les wourt his booke of Pſalmes, but whole 
Plalmes ofthis ſubieCt and matter, plainly ſhew 
him, ro haue bin far thrawne down.and hibled? 


. Toretkon chem all would require muchtime, 


and therefore to cchearſe them in whole or in 
partmuch more: butlet-him that a 
Da C 


F 9 > 


A Sermon preacbed 
thertuethof this readPfal 6.13. 38. 77.102:& 
1 70.andifby them he will-notbee perſwaded, 
that :Dauid was touchedtothe quick this way, 
nothingl ſuppoſe will-cauſe him to belceue irs 
Vnderthe Goſpell wehaue:our ſauiour Chrift 
himſelf;theprincipallpreacher orminiſterrher« 
of uplaine parrerne ofthis point, His whole lite 
was leadvnderthiseſtate, -yea andas wee may 
ſay,faide downe'init alſo, as it is at long and at 
large defcribedvntovsbytheEuangelitts, And 
chis argument alſo, I meane concerning the hu« 
miliation of our Sagjour, every way the Apoſtle 
in his Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, doth not onely 
handlemrthefixeorfeuentirſt chapters of char 
his epiſtl-/, bur reacheth Gods people romake 
ſpectall viethereoffor. inftruftion andcomfore. 
Andifanie willimagine that he was ſothrowne 
downe;, becauſe hee was beft, ycaonely able to 
raife vp himſclfe and others alſo: letvs turne our = 
eyes fromhim vntoothers,and yet we ſhall be- 
hold the ſame (till, * Tho Apoſtle Paule was' an 
elefted veſſel; & choſen 19 cary Chriſtes name a- 


mongit ihe Gemiles: an his ſtate and con» 
dition this 'way'is y deſcribed in many 


_ ofhis ſecondeB 

peciallyin the fourth'chaprer , where hee 
faith: Pe ave a fflifled att enery ſide, yet are wo Alt: 
i drftreſſewe are in ſoube , but yet wee deſpaire 
* #aterve are perſecuted but not for ſaken;caft down, 


brt wept fb nor. And bermaketh a particularres 


cit offmany oftheny in the elcuenth chaprer 
tolloFing: Brr ſpecially thar ofthe twelfth ſer- 


bis / © 


ueth 
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neth for this ſe, where hecſaith , Leaſt / 


ſhonldbe exalted ont of meaſure, through the a- 
bundance or excellency(tor the Greek word doth 
fignifieboththe one and the other) of rewe/ati= 
ons,there was ginen vntome apricke in thefleſh, 


tbe meſſenger Sathan to buffet me : for this thing - 


Ibeſought the Lords thriſe that it might depart 
from me but he ſaid unto me,my grace is ſuſfici* 
ent for thee, for my power is madeperfett thorows 
weaknes, And hal werhinke thatGod woulde 
lay any thing vpontheſc the only worthiesofthe 
world, faue that which was gnod indeed? If we 
imagine ſo wearemuchdeceiued. And thinke 
thatthat will neitheragree with Godsnature in 
love,nor ſtand with the fauour & affeicn that 
hebeareth ynto his children. For no doubt but as 
he loued them moſtdearlic,fo hebeſtowedvp- 
on them the greateſt and beſt bleſſings. 

Again ifin al affliction we may in our meaſure 
ſzy as Dauidthe Prophet ſaid, in ſone particu- 


lars of his owne. /r & pood for me, Q Lord, that 


IT hame been troubled , for before [was afflitted | 
went aftray, but now [haxe learned to keepe thy 
law . Then much morein afflitions ofthis kmd, 
I meaneſorrow andficknes of foule for fin palt, 
Godvfing it notonlyas a meane to draw vs to 
repentance for that whichis paſt , butco make 
vs intimehereafter to come,more wary ofand 
watchfull ouer that , that in former time hath 
bitten vs and pinched vs by the heart, and pro- 
uoking vs in the heauines of our ſpirites to ſpend 
timethat yway,to prouide comfort for our ſelues, 
| D3 ſpiritual 
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irituall Imeane,that arecon to 
vorloyom: bodilycaſc, releefe ar, 
And urelythe theſe inward forrowes & griefs, 
cannotchooſe but be good , noronlichecauſe 
theyarcoccupicd about a more cxcellenc part, 
theſoule,limeane , which God -- prey dath 
eſpecially: regarde; butalio becauſe they bring 
Sy nl. fureJam more 1 ry 
tetes-:: asbecauſertheypinch more, more car= 
ne{t-prayer for grace tobeare with patience, to 
vndergowich profic, and to ouercomethrough 
firengrh,and doe more conforme vs vato the 1» 
mageofour head in his fuftringes (who indured 
muchmorethis way, than any other way) and 
therfore alſo better or more excellcr. Where we 
mult yer furthernote, thatthat isnort ſimply or 
only,as in regarde of the atfiitions themiclues, 
bur becauſe God accompanieth them with the 
power of his ſanctifying ſpirit, which maketh 
vs in ſome meaſure,notonly peatakers of the d:- 
' Kine nature, whileſt wee fly the carruptions that 
arein the world, burlike vnto God, as in other 
xeſpectes,{o in this, that as he cauſcth the rage of 
men toturne vntob praiſe, and at thebegin- 
uing yeaand euer ſince to, commaendeth light to 
ſrineont of darknes : {0 we out ofthe folly ofour 
own fins | ſpirituall wiſedom,& from their 
darknes which is more palpable and groſſe than 
that a Smcnpadnch the ſpi- 
rituall light ofa holy life, 

Anda proof yet we haue ofthis point, 
incharGod himſelſsis pleaſed wellto like of & 


highly 
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highly ro commendethiseſtate and condition: 
We know and belecue thathe alone isthe beſt 
able rodiſcerneofmen and matters; and we are 
chroughly perſwaded of this alſo, thatfor his 
entire vprighineſle,he cannor giue wrong ſen- 
tence or iudgment, For howſocuer men thorow 
blindnes, partialitic orother corrupted reſpects 
haue been and are fouly miſled, &erredinmat- 
terofopinion and fact, yet none of theſe thinges 
falling intoGod, he cando no otherwiſe but de- 
termine accordingtoright,ſoabſoluteand per- 


feEt isall and cueryrhing that isin God.Bur hee 


hathtold vs,cthat he liketh wel of ,& willreſpeR 
andregard indeed thoſe thatare this way excr- 
ciſed. Of which ifany man doubt, let him bur 
marke and imbrace that which we ſpeak accor- 
ding vnto godlines and trueth, and [ doubt noe 
buthe ſhall be well perſwaded, In the 51. Plal. 
Daud as well experienced in theſe caſrsas any 
man,faith thus:The ſacrifices of God (that is to 
fay,ſuch azthe Lord now delighteth in and ac» 
ceptethof )are 4 broken ſpirit:by whichhe mea«= 
nerh a mind thatis bruiſed andcaſt downein it 
ſelfewith the priuity ofhis owne infirmity and 
ynworthinefſe. What can be more plain? what 
can be morepregnant ? Andyertas though this 
were or lufficient,he addeth further, 4 broken 
anda contrite heart,O God thou wilt notdeſpiſe. 
Gods not deſpifing is indeedeltecming,andhe 
victhſo meane alpeech,the better ro expreſſe lo 
excelent a matter;for no doubr of it, but he wil 
wellacceprthereof,as his owne wark in vs. And 
D5z agreeas 
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2 mo this is that ofthe Prophet Iſaiah 
in the 66..chap. 7 lookg to bim(faith God)chat i 
poore andbrokeninſpirit , and that tremble that 
a7 word; As ifhe ſhould ſay, others I regardnor 
thoughthey come with their hands full of ſacri- 
fices: forthat hypocrites mayanddo performe; 
butthisnone can comeynroindeed, burſuch 
as be ſoundhearced, and affuredly belong vnto 
me,and areindeed my holy temple and dwel- 
ling place. And what ſhall wee ſay of that , that 
S ſpeaketh cuen from God himlſelte in 
the 28, chap.of the Proverbs, Bleſſed is the man 
that feareth much contimually. Is it not a plaine 
proofeofthispoint? Anddothitnot directlie 
croſſe -our corrupted judgment? Wee ſay they 
are in miſerable and wretched eftate. Bur wee 
arei and cannot diſcerne of thoſe mat- 
rers wore no'morethan a blind man is able 
to iudge of colours. But Godfaith he orthey be 
blefſed, Ifhebethe on/y wiſe God,why (tay wee 
not our ſelues yport his ſentence? 

To ſhutvp,andthatas if irwere in a word or 
rwo the confirmation ofthis point, wee ſay that 
whoſoeuereither confidereth God from whom 
theſe anguiſhes and diſtreſſes, are ſentto good 
ends doubtleſſe,as in regard ot his people;or re- 
gardeth the perſons ypon whom bs arclaide, 
towit the Snadehs beft of Gods peoplez 
orreſpecterhthe fruites and effectes that 
bring forth in the ſeruants of God; or belceuer 

ſo highly accouning ofthem , hee carnor 
chooſe bRÞiue glorieto God, 8 UE 
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che erueth ofthis,namelythatthe ſtate and con» 
dition ofa man or-woman wounded in ſpirit, 
is not ſo hardorheauy, ſodangerousor deadlie, 
2s many timegwetake it, or menmake itto be, 
:Butriow lets deſcendetothe vics of it, By 
allthis wee may ſee liowe much they are outof 
the way that iudge the _ and diſtreſſed c- 
Nate of Godspeople in this worlde, eitherby 
Godto bee layde ypon them for finne, which is 
falſe, for God doth not alwayes puniſh his for 


their iniquities, andthere are-many cauſes that 


may moouecthe godly to mourne, as well as for 
therowne ſinnes, for examples, the miſchiefes 
intended and practiſed again{ithe Church, the 
diſorders and breaches ofthe common wealth, 
the generall ouerflowing of ſinne and iniquitie 
in others with ſundry ſuch like: orels take itto 
be meer madnes = 90 atleaſt ſuperflicie 
and predominance, ang ouerruling ofmelan- 
cholie, As for madneſle ſurely, call by what 
name youwil, frenfie, lunacie ,orI cannot tell. 
w.at,it cannot be ſo,for then it ſhould goe and 
come,according to the increaſe and waning of 
the Moone, and ſhould cauſe them aftected 
therewith to be ſo vnorderly,yea ſo vnruly,asng 
man or matter almoſt ſhould be able co holde 
or guidethem. But thoſe that are in this way 
touched , we knowto beefor the molt parti 
oneeſtare,and ſo farre fromwnrulines,that they 
are very mecke, patient,and ready to be guided, 
hn ſo binds ynder roars. of God; and 
by the tecling oftheir owne ynworthineſſe ar” 
: 1 
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ifany come tothem, and handlethem roughly 
in wotd or deed, they beareirwith quierneſfie, 
andfayinſome'mealure as thefairhtull doe in 
the Micah. ? will bearethewrath of the 
Lord becauſe | hae ſinned againſt bin , untill 
be plead my cauſe, end execute iadgment for mes 
at Which time hee will bring mee foortbro the 
lightyes 1 ſhal ſee bis righteouſnes. 2] 
And'asformelancholy, I will not deny in- 
deede;burthat the conflict of conſcience may 
be ſomewhat increaſed by abundance of that 
prune humor? And I thioke no man that 
weth what it meaneth, andthe conceits ir 
-workethin them, in whom it aboundeth , will 
euer gaineſay ir, Bur there is notall. Forif it 
_— rr why ſhoulde not all 
melancholike aucitin rtion ac- 
cording to Kofaparbonadeareef that hu- 
morin them? But that is nor ſo, as dayly expe- 
rience ſheweth. Or why ſhould others, and of 
othercomplexions alſo, beſides the melancho- 
licke, beſicke of this diſeze ? and thar _y 
times moredangeroufly then divers of thoſe 
that haue aboundance of melancholy bearing 
ſmay inthem, Surely God ſhewerh vs hereby, 
not onely thactheiriudgement is corrupt that 
ehus thinke, bur alſo that they arebliade, and 
buzze out a wotdrouching amarrer thatthey 
haue ſmallskill ivpand ddaptience of, yea 
none atall. Small skill,becauſe they krowewot 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God, without 
Which indeede no man ſhall bee skiltully acy 
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quainted withtheſe cauſes, Noexperience,be- 


cauſe they neuer felte hell in-their heartes, or 
Gods wrath ayainſt men for finne, vnlcfle ic 
haue bin in them,eitheras a flaſhof lightning 
fora while,co make them-withoutexcule,or as 
a mightyfirc and flamie totorment them wich= 
out eaſe, that ſo they and the wicked that deny 
God, heauen, hell, immorrtalitie of ſoule and 
all, might ſcein themſelues, though they haue 
nocomtort thereby, bur wondertull terror ra- 
ther, how muchthey are jeduced, Weſayand 
we ſay truely, thata blind man canot diſcerne 
of colours. And why ſo? becauſe he tharmuſt 
iudge thercof, muſt both haue fight and wiſes 
dome, One of theſc the blinde man lackethif 
notboth. Yea we ſee many that notwithſtan- 
ding they haue their eyes, are not yetable (for 
want of iudgement & expericnce)to diſcerne 
of the diucrtitic of colours, ſpecially if ſo be 
they be mingled or compounded, Hee that 
muſt determine 1ightly of this matter, either 
aSin regardof himſclfe, or as in reſpect of o- 
ther men, muſt haue more then the eyes of his 
head,and more then the vaderſtanding of his 
nacurall heart, for the natural man perceineth 
not the things that belong to the, ſpirit of God, 
neither indecd can he, becauſe they are ffirita-« 


ally diſcerned, and be is carnall and. ſold under 


finne. Yea he muſt haue euenthe ciesof God, 


and wiſedome & vnderftanding from aboue, 
that is ſpirituall, and ſuch as he youchſauerhto 
beftaw ancly vpon his owne children , gen bs 
whic 
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theminir, of hisowne mercy hepromiſetha 
bleffinginthe 41. Palme, ſaying, Bleſſed: he 
that indgeth wiſely of the poore, the Lord 
deliner him in the time of trouble. The Lord wil 
keepe bim and preſerne hin aline: bee ſball bee 
bleſſed ypon the earth, and thouwilt not deliner 
oo ho wr mrs of = —_— T be Lord wil 
f thebed of ſorrov,thou ba 
—— is pare rd n 
Wherefore when the afflicted perſon hath 
many times his griefes inlarged within him; 
not onely by the fightand ſenſe of his owne 
finne, and Gods wrath againſtche ſame, bur 
by thisalſo, thatſuch aman and fuch a man 
thinketh ſoof him, and ſayth ſo of him , wee 
ny ſecheebath ina readines, and may cafily 
werecuen forhimſclfe in this behalfe with 
the Apoſtle, or asthe Apoſtle did in another 
not much ynhlike ſaying. Jt is « ſmall matter 
for me to beinaged of man or of mans daies: & 
the rathertoo, becauſe God hath not giuen 
iudgement vynto men, bur reſerued it in his 
ownehandes, as whois beſt able euery way 
moſt rightly to pronounce. Agayne hee may 
tnidenk truely ſay thus to his owne foule, they 
that ſo cenſure me, arcignorant, or ynexperi- 
enccd, or hard hearted, or partiall, and one 
way or another fouly oucrtaken and vnfitte to 
giue ſcatence: they know not themſclues or 
theirowneeltate, howe ſhoulde they knowe 
mine, We muſt ſtand ar falltothe Lord, and 


not 
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notynto men;”'With theſe & ſuchlike are they 
ro rayſe vp their heartes, and chearetheix ſpis 
rirs againſt the blind, vnexperienced,;raſh, y 
yncharitable indgemenrt of other men, 
outthicke andthreefold againſtthem, inthe 
dayes of their affliftion and ſorrow,  Andif in 
other caſes of farre lighter waight,rhe Apoſtl 
wil not haue vs to indge ovearet hey, butthary 
ly reproueth it, ſaying, ' }#bas art thow that 
indge$t another mans ſernam? He ftanderh: or 


falleth to his owne Lord, yeahbe ſhall by eftabli- 
ſhed, for Gods able romakg bim ſtand, Shall 


we thinke hee woulde approue or beare, fo 
grofle a corruption and foule a fault as this?No 
verely, Letvslearnetherefote;tolfay ourhands 
euc ypon our hearts & our mouths both, & not 
giweour ſelues liberticeitherrorhinkeevill of, 
orto ſpeake hardly 'of, choſethatbee thus 
throwne downe; ' and humbled vnder Gods 
mighty hand, for chatis preſumprtuous againſt 
the Lofd;and vncharitable towards men; *- 

Ja another vie may.bemade of this-point 
asin repgardof the faithfull themſelues, who 


- minding too much their owne ſinnes, and by 


tneanes thereof miſerie and vnworthineſſe in 
themſelues,Scludgements from God againſt 
rhem' for the-ſame, many times make their 
owne mourthes meanes to expreflefearcfull 
thinges againſt their owne ſoules + as for ex- 


_ ample; nomanin ſo wofull taking as I, I fears 
"Jam acaftaway, orels why ſhould I thus bee 


tormented? Andthelſe thinges] doubtnot wo 
they 
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the: h. Howbeic I ſay, whae 
artchoy, thatrakeſt the Lords office inco thy 
handsr and deliucreſt theſe hard and heauie 
things, and that noragainſt other meni(which 
were indeed yncharitable)burcucnthineown 
ſeife which ivyvnnacurall? Tellme I pray thee, 
fay blindnes ſo farre preiudice- mens iudge- 
ments, that ie ſhall hinder them from behol- 
ding theifowne and other mens {lates? and 
ſhallitnorobſcure thine owne allo? yea, and 
thateucnconcerning thy ſelfe , and touching 
 thincowne bodies Bue further knowe 
this, O man,thatſamerimes greatnes and con- 
tinyance of-griefes, makech che beſt of Gods 
Saintes to ſay as much againſt themſclues as 
thou doelt, and yet for all that bee in never a 
whic the worſe caſe, David in the xxis. Pſa. cri- 
eth out, My God my God, Why haſt thou forſaks 
##e? And yereuen the he was neare yntoGod, 
&dearc yntokhim allo,or els hecou'denor 
auecalled ypon Go1, and that in ſuch parti- 
cular maver, applying him to himſeltfe as hee 
dift;neither would the Lord haue fo graciouſly 
grainted him his requeſtes. And why ſhould 
not this be thy Race, rather than the ſtate of a 
daimnedor reprobated wretch? Tovphold thy 
heart, thouhalt ſomerbing,cven the lanQified 
exainples of the people of God, but to de- 
prefiethee ſo aboue meaſure, thou halt no- 
thing burimagination and conceit, either of 
that which isgnotin God, orif un þce, is abs 
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himtothatendethat chou ſuppoſeſt z0r els of 
that whichis not inthy tclfe; or if itbe , is noe 
ipthact meaſure andquantitie, or to thoſe ends 
that thou unagineſt. a2 

. Beſides Lbeſcech you confider,thatit isone 
thing what men ſpeake of themſclues, accor- 
dingcotheirpreſent-fceling, either of ſinnein 
their ſoules, orithe wrathof Godagainſt them 
therefore, which many times may be more tha 
iseyther.meete or ttue:: & another what God 
is1n hisowne nature; & whathe himſclfe ſaith 
of them. Godis exceedingly good & merciful, 
andis not inveede-bound to ratific ceuery ſen- 
tence of mans mindoor mouth, which: he ytte» 
rech cither againſt his owne ſovle,or againſt o- 


- thers. ] hopena@man is, ſure Iam noman can 


berightly perſwaded, that any particular per- 
{on13 more thanthewhole Chuch.. And yet 
God no otherwiſe 'approouveth. the Churches 
inudgement to ratifie it in heauen,thanthey on 
the earth bind according to his will, And why 
ſhouldit be otherwiſe as in regard of particu- 
lar perſons? Haue they better privileoges than 
the whole Church hath: if it bee ſo, let them 
produce alawe, not of the twelue tables a» 
moneſt the Romans, but of the ten commane 
denientes amongli the people of God, orelſe 
there is no credit tobe giuen, Omy brethren, 
it fareth inthe diſcaſes of the minde, asit doth 
inthe ſicknes of the body, Many a man, yea 
$kilfuli Phyfitians, take them ro be at. deathes 


On 


doore, when Ged giueth afterwards long life. 


y 4 07- 


hy 


of Sirmonfteached - 


On the other- fide ſome bleſle themſclues iti 


their owne heartes andthinke all is well,when 
ſcizethvponthem, & leadeth 
themro the 


ſeech you what was faid before our of the 28, 
of the Prouerbs, Bleſſed is the war (ſayththe 
Lorde there) ithat feareth: wuch continually, 
This {tate and condition of 'ours, whenſocuer 
or whereſoeuerirpleaſeth Godtoecxercite vs 


therewithall, is a pritcipall argument vnto vs, 
that God woulde nor haue vs ſb with thas 


Wicked world, hee by this as by other meanes 
thorowhis grace,making vs able thus to iudge 


our ſclues. , thy —_—__ — ſuch'a ena | 


full and checkingheart of ourſelu 
paſt, orforfcare to-fgllinto:itherealy 

plaine- difference berwixr 4h& gadly 
godly, who arc ſeldome orneverthis way tou- 
ched,at the leaſt with comfortable «ted. And 
therefore levche afflicted foule, gather conſo- 
lation to-hisconſcience,and correct his judge» 
ment#for furely that which he caketh co be bir- 
cer asgall or wormewood, is bythe Lord him- 
ſeife, and notby the yoyce of -man to be pro- 
claymed to bee fweete as 'hony, or the hony 
combe; * ©» 

- The promiſe ſpecified i in the at wordes of 
this verſe, commeth nowe to bee looked into. 
Oatof which gracious and ſweet promiſe we 
may learne twothings. One,thar the fulnes of 
all ſpiritualtioy and comfortisro be found in 
Icſus Chriftandno wherecl{e+which becauſe 

| Is 


ne and hell, Remember I bes © 
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 piiche fame that hack bin handled herero< 
fore, wee will buc onely touch, and put you in, 


{ mindof.it, notiianding vpon it; becaulſcicis: 
{ donealready. Andindeedethough the point 


be excellent, and wauld be handled againe & 
zgaine, yet becauſe the time paſſcth away, &. 
wearetocometoother poiars, we will ſayno. 
more, Onely.letthe faithfull conſciencelooke 
well ynto it, and prouide his comfortthis way, 
orelle lethim know he ſhallneuerbe comfor- 
.'Theorher is this, that ifa nian will find ſound 
cofort indeede,he mult be wel acquainted with 
the promiſes ofthe word. This doctrinas others 
is both gathered out of this place, &cofirmed by 
it, as may appeare by thisthat our Sauior Chriſt 
is hereſo plentiful in the promiſes, /will refreſb 
you, yee (ball finde reſt unto your ſonles: which 
courſcalſohe obſerueth ia many other places: 
I wil bane mercy andnot ſacrifice :and againe, / 
came not 10 call the righteous, but ſinners tore- 
pexrance. And moſt {weete is that in thethird 
chapt.ofthe” Goſpellaccordingto $. lobn,Gad 
fo laned the world,that be batb gizen bis only be- 
ren ſonne, that whoſocuer beleeneth in hin 
norperiſh, but hane enerlaſting life. Ney- 
cher is thiahis prattiſe onlie, buc ew 2 tn 
allche writings of the old and new Teftament 
1slatge this way,andſpecialliein that euangeli- 
callpropher Iſaiah, as we may ſee by che mani- 
fold promiſes conrayned therein, and ſpeciallie 
inthree or foure chapters rogerher,as 5 3+ 54+ 
| E 55. 


aftthereſt ow comfortable: 
from mance cienvnaths! 
d of hisprophecric Aalmolt, tieedoh noching 
els buy piblith promiles:and confolatinas.a 
mongſt which: howocicrhcedoe tomctimes 
cetrourandthreatuing, yet he doch; 
it tono 6theronde ;bur ramake-the merciesob 
God noreexterdingly meccifuls as ſarverimes. 
abaſe colour; or to-make a colour 
Cn indeed, to appeare morc beaittt« 
full andorient,wee ct by it another that is no 
thing ſoglotious and good.Buttoour purpole, 
I hg bowe:comfortable: is that of /faia#:41., 
wherethe Lord commaundcth his miniſters to 
comfort geato comfort bispeople and to ſeckgout 
for them,ausl to ſpeaks ſuchtbings ynto them,as 
may delight and affettheirheartes,andto pro- 
clame ynto them thattheſet rimze 15 accomplie 
foed,' thartherr iniquitie 15 pardoned, and that 
they bane receined double at the Lords band: for 
— And thus is yct turther made plain 
this;that thoughalche word gererally be the 
lea ofout faith, teaching vs indeed what wee 
thouldbclecneand do tor &ods glory heer, aud 
our cndleſſe glotification els where ; yer the 
principal props and ayes of aur coh{ciences, 
for comfeat:& conſolation indecd,zre no where 
els to befound;, but m the: gracious and fweet 
promiſes contayned therein: which allo is ma- 
nife(t euca wk the very practiſe of Godhimſelt 
eucty ropounding\them to an attlited 
and Far ba the priacipall and pecu- 


liar 
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At Sowt bell” 


liar retledie apainlt the ficknes of our ſoiiles 


tharway, In che 103. Plalmeheaich,charlook 
how much more high the heancns are oner the 
theexrth, ſo rmch doth his gooduespreuaite vp= 
ar then that feare him: " Againe, be remooneth 
our fines as farre from vs,” avche Eaſt it from 
the weſÞ.Bycoro fit fimilitudesrakenfrs things 
that-are +ſubje& to'our fight amplifying the 
eraceandt mercie ofGod,& oppoling the fame 
againſt ourtranſgrefſions, And in Iſaiah r. he 
fathrins;, Though your ff. nes were 45 charter, 
they ſhall be as ſnow and thangh they were as ert+ 
moſh, yer they ſhall be whiter thin wool, And 
feating leaſt men worlde hot willinglic come; 
how dothhethere intercat vs*ſaying, Come now 
[pray you and let ws reafonithecanſ rogerher, as 
thoughhe ſhould ſay , ler vsfriendly cooferre of 
the marrer.If you will burtend and bend your 
eare,and be rouched with" the rue ſenſe ot my 
righceouſnesand your owne-tinnes, Ipromife 
futhfully,rhar I will for mine Own mecciesfake 
puraway all your rranſgretiions wharfoener; 
though they be neuet ſo grearor grieuons; Fhar 
ſhattnorlermy worke in you: my mercy ſhall 
ſurmountall: yea your\milery (it you forindhe 
turne)(Hall magnike tlic grearnes ofthe abur- 
dantrichesof my mercy; : The newe conenant 
that-God maketh wittthis people in--rhe-3 1: 
chap.of ſeremie, (atidrotheendecbar we might 
know it indeed ro be zpromiſe of the now tetta- 
ment;irisrepeated by the:-Apoiile Heb.3;Jho\y 
comfortable aad full off\veet promifesisthar? 

E 9 7: After 


A Siruten;yreached 


After thoſe deerfairbthe Lord, 1 wilpue wy. | 


low in their inwarde partes, and write it +» their 
heartes,and | willbe their God and they ſhall bee 


mey people:and they ſhall reach no more enery man 


as mg) man bis brother ſaying; 
know t Lord forthe) ſhall alknow we from 

leaſt of themounto the greateſt;ſaith tbe Lara, for 
{ will forgine their imcquity , andwillremember 
their ſiunes ne more.” Andif the olde teftament 
pie ns ym tre ny 

ichdothas ofpurpoſepropound, 
this point or queſtion?Chriſt himiſelffaich, Mar, 
7. Ahe, and it ſhallbe ginen vnto you, ſecho and 
Je ſhall find knock and it ſhall be egentd nts you, 
And inthe 7. of Tohn, inthe laſt and great day 
of rhefeaſt, heftood & crying out ſaid, He 1bas 
—_ in mee, as ſaith the ſcripture ;ont of, = 
ſhall flow riners of water of life : and in « 

I f of Colette that Act in me,yea 
' thomgh he were dead, yet ſhall he line: andwhoſoe- 
wer lmeth and beleeweth in me ſball nexer die. 1s 
northat of the ſame nature which hee ſpeaketh 
of in another Euangeliſt? The whole need not the 
Phyſition,but they that are fiche. 1 am not come to 
callthe righteous , but the ſinners torepent ance. 


And what may we think of thatwhich is allea- 


gedinthe 12. ofthe Goſpell after Mathewe,out 


ofthe prophet Iſaiah, Abrniſedreedſbell be not 
breake,and ſmoking flaxe ſhal be not quench,till 
he bring foorth indgement ento viltory? Out of 
Paulesepiftles weehaue fpoken ſomewhatber 
fore inthe firftpoinrofdoGtrinethat was y_ 
re 
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 redoutoſthistexr,yerakeoneortwe. In the x. 


wtheCorinth.chap.6; he ſaith,Ye are the rem 
pler of the mo God,as God hath ſaid I will awel 
nd walk there, and [will be their 


bn, rye people.Tea | willbe a Fa- 
ther onto you, and y father wy ſons and daugh- 
tersſaith the Lorde almighty, Andihe ſame A- 
poſtle deliuereth a notable promiſe, witha glo- 
rious & comfortablepreface, prefixed before it 
alſo, 1.Tim.1.Thar 4 4 true ſaying andworthy to 
be receined of all men,that ck, us came into 


the world to ſawe ſinners, ofwhons 1 am the chief” 


May we not oftheſe and thoufandes ſuch _ 


ſay asthe Apoſtle Peterdoth, that woſf gr 
rene OHto vs, & _ 


Neth en hike expreſſeth there;nainely, 


that by chews wee ſhone bee partakeys of the: 
dininenatare, while we corruption that 


i #n the world thorw ?-Are not theſe great 

promiſes, and may iuftly-beeſo called, becauſe 
erin pews God, ;& propounde 
vito ys greatandexcellerit matters? ' May wee 


not efteeme them precious,not only for 


= and ad exclecie ofthem , bur alſo bas 


oyo our precious fach? Are Wee nor: 
fo gn e reſpe&by them partakers of 
the dinine nature? 1 hatliregard Godis ioy- 
full and chearefull, we are alſobecome comfor- 
table,and replemſhed with ſpiritual ioy.2;, That 
as he ceaſcth from fin , and is continually OCCUe 
piedin welldoing,ſowelearne thereby-im- our 
meaſure 2nd mancr to die the death of /rae, _ 
E 3 


A Seven preacbed 
beſkds thel: Whereas 
"a revarorngf anc me itſceuethg 
God s mis worge, ſerting prowiles.aye 
f,mindetnothing els burco ſhow cm 
is rbetmott.{tingoth.che. canſcicace;, ſo ube 
meanetohcalerba; byting(asific weiethebuas 
ſen Serpenriſeryp. tg cue.ahe.byrnges of.fictis 
Serpents) &,to-lring <oalors aupint. the ame, 
is the protw{es.of God prppounded xnto ys AL 
the word and felrigauiheaigby faich,; - 
:\Anduhis Bla plaive unicuidenta, 
chenthere wheaaGind lencacrh mo blink 
PG 


ry ety naatherwilcuthen be. 
dath.in che comniagdenny by agood thing 


ue 5 Dot pre eth cull, ang. 
eng __ ahh DE Rjo yung [raj phy 

Joingolibe comrary good ghar 
—_ Ching whgr aymeth athoth in yon 


40s gr allnamely nog 
FA hotoncs : and humiliation,bu —__ 
fort So aps mightlcarne toatrainethat, ang to 
lookcoand for chat, which he hath provided for; 
Qurg | 
—_ et we ſhall more cleatlic percciuc and. 
hebold | HY ifwereſpet Gods wordegor 
the boly ſcirptures inthe ſeyerall partgs. Hos 
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fagdred acifix S_—_— proves orion 


wins _—_ iQ ns Amt caſt 
þ roving Fes yi ag-wee ſhall 
hardly,or got araladaitcomfore;The dogrine 
of c09% aarcafromibecurſe and throat 
:raplgreliorsthercok willindeed 

fer | — ne vs GodsabſoluteandexaQtzighteou- 
gells anddiiconcrynovstheduties/thatrwee 
ſhulddoto himandragurncighbors;Burwhen 
Wecgnſider withall hatit. ſetzethiourouronne 
Againſ} every particular preceptithat will beelo 
Hanoi yeelding vs.cquiololzrion,ghatit will 
augrabcine vswuldeſpaire, whenavee.euher 
i5lpetGods abfglure gighteouſues, orourown 
Aymacrable. tranrcihans again{i-his-blefied 
laid ihenghledonbr not butchels former 
SDjgS4DAy Ace 1p and-powesfullzo humble 
Aigud lomake vs indeed more fit forconfolati- 
anandcomfor;euen.as þreparatiues going be- 
tam emer phylaska tor. che ſoquringaway.of 
a eaſrs,yet can they not of thetrifelues 
grhcaleburaoundeand terrific caches) 
forghaxivahepecalion beth office and. worke of 
;promilgs made eltetuall in aug heartes 
kychexouchand operation ofthe {piiit; Nay,l 
vwll{ay more thaathaz,.chou gh the gronyd,, of 
janrelinion,and the maing points of igith 
iy —_ ngrAnd Jus »% yienerignly 


"0 for 


'ofthispointr We cannotbut'confeſſe, 


ipl s of mercie and comfort in theword, 
arefi of firong & ſourid confolation, becauſe 
theybeas Fit were ſomariie ſealesſer ynrorhe 


ſtill, be fauourable var his'people. Aridyet 


weeſhallſee, that they lie open though notof 
 themiſelues, yer by reaſon of mans cortupred 
heart ro manicexceptions: as for example,they 
to whom they were 'acconiplifhed were better 
he will be now, becauſe we have more meaties 
of metcie, and have profited lefſe: andthere- 
fore are not fo properly fir for conſolation, s 
the promiſes are, For ouer and befides that 
they are but in men, and thereforefull of weak 
where;that'as we muſt lie not by exampler, 
butbyrules,'ſo Germ berfcomforied noe 
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1 anchbyexmmipa, ly promſe And ther- 
fore begood.yere 


| Whereas thetroths certaintie; and power ofthe 


_ pirtandfaiththeyareas ifit were 4 ſealed book. 


- 2 #t Sownbel, - 


not-fo 


promiſes, isfrom'the mightand merey ofhim 
that bach made their; whoalls isboth- greater 
hs Si were ſhev 
or ſhadowe of tutning;: And-yetletys bevn- 
werſtood, ] beſcechyou as-we : nam 
thavwee aſcribe not this cxcellent worke vn 
theproniiſcs rheriſtlues, thouphalfo wee dervy 
Tor bureines itiharreſpeR, they are ſpiritual, 
wt Lhorwane 4-040 : bur' as by the ſpirir they 

werftHinys, andasby thehandof 
ſaich-vive -are ſirengehnedroapplie themynts 
our ſelues:for otherwiſe we tray fay'ofchern,as 
aweedoof therettafthe word, that without the 


vnrovsfor'vnderflanding, and « drxd letter for 
'mAKAISH Zeoſoktion, having caen no other 
wvſc inys;thin the reft ofthe wordenorfeltore- 
bayed, namelyro make vswithoutexcuſe, or to 
[cal dur ſoerowefull& heauiceRtare, to becdc 
"more Jorvowfill arid heavie, — ſec 
Hol & thinges propoundedvnto've, 
RI. +6 virdertent, 
rlonlestt-beleeve:; ThisthereforetuR beour 
; firable vneo vs - 


naps, peer the oe of livnrcetiut 
Modine /idetrav tike it, is or may bee trw6- 
folde, Firſt for infiruRion. Seeotidly, for con- 


fuarmion. 


— 


eA Sermen preached x 
cciue hereby;whac 7m thy rhe 
wines of heart, forrow,and feare;.#yfo manic of 
Gods people and children, in the world, | Sure> 
Jy :eichet they: are igyorant-df 4bere (woet-arid 
| e's wary ome ſo.myugh ashayingeibar 

dthem, erkpowne them, orcels if cheytbaue 
ſome meaſure ofknowiedge: betncacquainy 
[ted withthem, they haucig-theicarelefdencsof 
their owne hearts, or not; freling preſent vicof 
them, ler cthem{lippe que oftheitwnipdes, like 
leaking veſlelles ,. not! ablezta;remainc.luch 
good things; orels itthey have knowne them & 
Jingoſhegood ings mogorntedthen 
keeling of the good things propounded therein, 
——_ beene vnto OD ithey.adfuher 
not becaat all, oras thoughihetyhaggomainel 
43 than;-noſuch ſweetnes ark ipleaſire asphey 
doc indeed.  Andlet ys northinks this range: 
for euenas ignoranceinrfligion angsarcleings 
.toQ Sl that nee know, if principal 
caule.of all tranſgrefſion/avd look life 5 men 
got being either willing orableto.deake things 
they: are pot. acquainted withall g,armd top! the 


and layingthe. rainesin thejrowntneckes: lp 
they not knowingof the pramiles, orchey ng 
play nog ornot firiving contortablie 
to feele ,isthe veric wellpringas L maic.lp 
call is, ofallinward and ougwarddiſcomnforte, 
. anddiſtrefleof conſcienceeſpecially, For how 
can the wounded conſcience admitconfons, 


when 
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when he ynderſtandeth notche comfortpreſen». 
ted-ynrohin? of if hee forget it, where is his oy. 
ip-the; middeſt, of his forgetfulneſle,?, We faie, 
that of a vaknowne thing there is nodefire: &. 
wee meigin-propotticn ſajetheſameof athing 
that is Not remembred,,, Forour owneparts let 
vs knowthat as Sathan laboureth to rootout of 
aur hearrs geacrally, all the ſccde of theworde, 
that chereby keeping ys.in bligdneflceand ignos 
rance, hee maie.make vs runne rigt at hisplea» 
ſuze : ſo cipecially he trauaileth, eitherto hinder 
vs from receiving, or hauing receiued from mas. 
king good vis ofthe {weet & comfortable pro» 
miſcs ofthe words, the veriemattex if I may ſo 
faiczanda ſpecjall meane Tam fusc,of our ſpiri- 
tall comforte.,. Forchercdieflng and repreſ< 
fingalipotwhichenarmitesinys;a godly man, 
that isin ſome, ſa:te ignogant, ſhould laboure 
taabaundinthe knowledgeotihen: asbe thay, 
is jorgetfull ould refreſh his memonie;by of, 
tea readingangditation.andyoference inthem, 
and that nocanely by and with his owne hearg,, 
but cuen by other men alſo;: aud theythat wang, 
tceling offhcm ſhouldlogke:xgra leſus Chit, 
in Whom all ine promiſes of Ged area and e- 
wmez,and ſhould be much and, offen.in the vie 
of all the meaneswherby Chriltis become ours,, 
as the word, {acraments, praict,. 


084. 

Bur abaue all they ſhould regard, and bot 
for the holie ſpirit, tobe ſhed abroad intheir 
hearts, both to. make all cheſe thingsbefore na-' 
med powertull in them, and to pledge vp a 
the 


209. 


eAS, athed 


ermon pre | 
the truth and cerraintie of the promiſes them. 


ſhes, becanfe"iristhe carne(t pennicof our a- 
doprion and 

there laboureth to affavle vs moſt, and ſhake our 
faith asinthat behalfe, wee mightthitherbring 
all our aides and defences; as doethat are 
in a befieged hold, andſo we bettermadeable 
notonely to indure the affaylt, but to drive our 
foes withrheirforces, fromour gates & walles, 

Andhee or thee 9rthey whoſoeuer that can do 
this, theymaie welaffurertheirhearrs,that how- 
ſoeuer they maienow & then',or fora while be 
buffered & beaten, yetthey ſhalnenerbe van- 


quiſhed or onercome ; noe es mir intho' 


& with them & forthe, by himſelf& his bleſſed: 
ſpitic,and all othereffeftuallmeanesof conſo)a- 
rion ai} comfort, isftronger & greater than al. 
Secondly;itisverie fitand meer for confuta- 
tion ofa' conceit, thatriſeth vp in mens minds, 
= & is delitiered alſo bythe mouhes ofloine 


ſpecially our popiſh aduerfaries, who tell vs 
atrhis' pre ding ofcomfortinthe promi- 
ſts of theG! / acquaintiugthe people ther- 
witficixatenll tnetdſecure & carelefie. Burhere- 


infu Thew themſclues blinde & bloc- 
en wins yet [eamed ro diſtinguiſh: 


priory/ibitipg diet which isy wood. They may 
; feſ ſame reafon +boliſh all the other 
parts ofthe word, and difanult or cuzcuatethe 
ſacraments, becauſe infinite thouſandsin the 
world abuſe them , tothe increafe of fm and h» 


CEN. 


inheritance. Thar fo fith ſathan 


good mit ſelfe, and mans cor-' 
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ceniouſueſſein themſelves: yea ifthey willor 


can make fruſtrate Gods grace, becauſe manic 

turneitinto wantonnes, and ſay (this this true, 
chat where ſin bath abounaed, there grace hath 
ſuperabounded, therefore let 15 contmue in ſinne 
that prace mait abound? Andifforor inout- 
Wa things, we ſhould reaſon asthey doc, and 

hauc it followed that ſo is delivered, we might 
eaſily bring all diſorder and confufion into the 
world, and ouenbrowe the whole courſe and 

rale ofmankinde. Some abuſe drinke to drun- 
kennes, and other ſome meateto gluttonic and 

gourmandiſe, therefore there mult beno vieof 

meate and drinke: what isthisels but to ſtaruc 
the excelleteſt of Godscreatures,man I meane? 
Many abuſe apparell topride,and puthng vp. 
It were beſt therefore to haue men goe naked, 
which what were it els but to become or bring 
innew Adamites? Diuers turne magiltracy & 
authoritic into tyrannie, and therefore with the 
Anabaprtiſts, away with all ciuill authoritic and 
gouerment: which what were itels,but to bring 
in Anarchie, worſe than tyrannie by much?Burt 
to the point indeed, The promiſes of them- 
(clues, and in rhe ſcruantsof GOD bring forth 
no ſuch effect. For as they are delivered forthe 
comfort and conſolation ofthem that are aftii- 
&ted and worrne 87 $100, 25 may appearc inc- 
uerie place wherethey arc alledged, & namely 
inthe rwo firſt verſes ofthe.4o. chapter of Iſay. 
and tend indeede to manifeſt Gods loue and 
mercy, that ſo inthe truth: and _—c 
is 
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his word, weethight bee well affured, that no» 
thing ſhoald putanerernall epararioberween 
Hit and vs; tharhattvloued vsſo-rendetly, and 
giuen'vsſuchpracious pronuſesoftruth&life, 

{trelythe-doAtine eucry where adioyned 
to thoſe promilſes'in the word; dothy plainely 
ſhewthar God meanethnot, romake'men ſe- 
cureand carelefſe thereby, or wouldhauethem 
to inferreanijeſiuchthing thereupon. And there» 
fore when in'thelarter end of thefixt chaprerof 
the ſecond'epiſtte tothe Corinth, heehad al. 
ledged manieptothiſcs of peace & goodnes,he 
beginneththe' ſevench Chapter thus, Seeing ch# 
wee hawe theſe promiſes, dearely beloued, let vs 
cleanſe our ſelnes from all filt hines of the fleſh & 
the ſpirit, ana famaſh ONY ſantbific ation ww the 


feare of God , ' And'the like he doth inthe ſe= * 


cond chapter ofthe ſecondepiſtleto Timothy. 
ſaying, T he ſtrong foundation of God remas 
neahſure,and hath this ſealer, the Lora knowrth 
who are bit : bat withalllct enery one that cale 
leth upon the name of Coriſt depart powiqurty. 
And let this ſaflice tor thefe wordes ofthe 
23, yerf.withthere(tT cannot proceed;becauſe 
we haue been ſomewhar long:andas lam vwea» 
ric inmy ſelic;loam'{loathrobeetrouvlous or 
redious vnto you; God may be pleaſed hereats 
cer to givebortr- occaſion, time and place, to 
purſuetheſe things-andto finiſhtherefidue.In 
the meane while, -thall not bee:amiſle, in a 
word orrwo-to apply that hath beers ſaide, to 
ourperlent afſerablkoand caulſesthoroot, and fo 
20} 
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roſhutypthis exerciſe, *' Boa SI IA? 
'. The cauſes that have mouedvs thereto, are 
great & grieuous- iniquuties prevailing vpon al 
&euery one of ys,the heauic rod of penitirtceand 
tcarfity thac ouerfloweth the land, watres and 
rumors of warres, and:the ſame intended and 
threarned againſt vs, both outyvard andinward 
athome and abroad,” To divert or turne away, 
the prmiſhments for our finnes and the:judge- 
ments that wee confefle and acknowledge, we 
haue iufily defrrued therefore, no outwarde 
thing will ferue, though itbeeneuer ſo-grear 8 
glittering or ſcemeneuer ſo plealant or: paine-= 
tull, but ſoundnes of heart and humble walking 
with our God inallour waies, and all che dayes 
ofour lives, :Tothis we haue been-exhoned 
and prouoked by manifolde good meanes, and 
pamely by propounding fngular comforts and 
contolations which the Lord hath youchlafed 
ynto vs, the berrterto mcet with our backward- 
nesfrom approching to him, wee being ſome= 
times diſcouraged from doing of that dutic, 
by his almightje greatnes and excellencie,and 
ſometimes ler from it, bythe confideration of 
our owne baſe and ynworthie eſtate, Burtyer 
fnÞ. hee hath folouingly and fatherly called vs, 
andforour better incouragement giuen vs gra= 
cious promiſes, let Vs drawe neere with a true 
heart in aſſurance of faith, our inward parts bee 
mg pure from an eul conſcurnce, and Waſhedin 
our bodies with pare Water, And ſono doube 
the puniſhments zyee preſently feele ſhal bere- 
mooued 


- 


A Sermonpreached 4 
moued,the feareof our fogsat home and abroad 
ſhallbe put-iarre away, and wee ſhall notneed 
fecutingnationofSpaine, norofanic ocherour 
enemics -bodily-.ot: gboltly, becauſe that our : 
conſciences being quieted with the comforta, 
blefechngofall Gods favours, and ſpecially of = 
the forg) of our fhanes, and the ſaluation 
ofourſoules, weemay comfortably ſay , as the 
faichfull chat-haue gone beforevs haue done, / 
will not bit afraid for ten thouſand of the people 
that ſhould beſet me round about. Nay though | 
bould wake tn tbe valley of the ſbadow of death, 
; care none 4ll, for thou art with mee, | 
thyrod and thy ſtaſffe, they comforte mee . Yea | 
that wee-are ferſwaded that neither death, nor 
hife, nor e Angels, nor priacipalities,nor powers, 
nor things preſent nor things to come,nor beight 
nor ;, nor «ny other creature ſhall bee able 
to ſeperate vs from the lone of God, which 15 n 
(brift Jeſus our Lord. | 
Now letys: pray that God would giue a rich 
and plentifull bleſſing in our ſeuerall hearts toal 
the goodthings thathave been delivered vnto 
vs at this time: and let vs humbly intreat him 
tomake them profitable in vs, not anely forthis 
preſent, bur for all the daiesof our lives, tohis 
glorie and our-cucrlaſting comforte chorowe 
Chriſt, | 
FINIS. 
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